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Abstract:

The research aims to study religious rituals in the Roman
countryside and their reflection in art, demonstrating that religious
beliefs were an integral part of daily life for rural inhabitants. Local
deities, such as Ceres, the goddess of agriculture, and Faunus, the
god of shepherds, were closely associated with the agricultural cycle
and nature. These rituals included offerings of animals and plants in
homes and local shrines, in addition to communal festivals,
celebrations, and ceremonies held to ensure protection and
abundant harvests. These rituals also influenced social relations and
rural laws, bringing people together in religious events that fostered
a sense of community. Archaeological evidence provides a clear
insight into the importance of religion in organizing rural life.

Keywords:

Religious rituals, festivals and celebrations, sacrifices and offerings,
rural deities
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' Pliny, Nat, 28.27.

2 North, 1995, p.141

* Draycott, 2017, pp. 164- 180.
* Draycott, 2017, pp. 164- 180.
> Turcan, 2001, p.37.

® Ermatinger,2018, p.301
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” Ruffini, 2019, 85
® Mantzilas, 2016, pp. 19-20
% Gergory, 2004, p.147
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ki) L ¢ S5 plafials ook Dol i GISYL GO o) 13 sfpl s Guse S AT S Al e
Servius, Aen, 8.641 " ATy phasind (K i cdaali (YL daaill (S5 ot 1 STy ¢S T

“denique si per marem litare non possent, succidanea dabatur femina,; si autem per feminam

non litassent, succidanea adhiberi non poterat”

19 Mantzilas, 2016, pp. 19-20

! Ruffini, 2019, p.80.

12 Servius, Aeneid, 3.136” quia apud veteres neque uxor duci neque ager arari sine sacrificiis
peractis poterat”
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13 Connolly, 1993, p.19.
¥ Woodard, 2006, p.104.
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Cagdy s 2k culS ey gaias b 5 A Akl dldeall Shlsall Ge lgileay (alel) Gand lgalasiu)
suovetaurilia sl oy Gusil 3 DA lilgall dnmill 25 5 L Aahiall e Jgn Ssa (B agialiy
Gergory, 2004, p.146 2 3all (55 =taurus «ig,a = OViS ¢ pya = sus)
Alyg (bl LusaalS (B pule e (o Glgin peed IS (JEd) duw e ol suovetaurilia )l usila el
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Hanninen, 2013, P.42 .darca)ll cilifgall (e Bale Llawall el cdaldll ugakal)
Ager, 2010, p.155.
16 Calcani, 2003, p.43.
Y Turcan,2001, p.41

18 Cato, De Agri, 141.1.99” Cum divis volentibus quodque bene eveniat, mando tibi, Mani, uti
illace suovitaurilia fundum agrum terramque meam quota ex parte sive circumagi sive
circumferenda censeas, uti cures lustrare ”

19 Cato, De Agri, 1.140.1” Si fodere voles, altero piaculo eodem modo facito, hoc amplius dicito:
"operis faciundi causa." Dum opus, cotidie per partes facito. Si intermiseris aut feriae publicae
aut familiares intercesserint, altero piaculo facit”
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Cicero, De legibus, 2.29
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