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ABSTRACT

This research aims to identify the credit system and its appearance beginning at
the economic aspect of Roman society emerged in the Republican era and the
evolution of rapidly even became a significant impact not only on the economic
side, but all aspects of Romanian life.

Highlights in the field of mintage kinds of economic activity, helping to provide
standards of value and build it as a reference point in the economic life and the
acquisition of wealth. As well as the financial activity like Currency Converter
due to the expansion of Rome and breadth of economic activity. Then a
prominent activity in the lending process, which began to spread and check the
profits for their workers appears.

No doubt, the division of Roman society into three layers in the Republican era
links closely with wealth and economic activities, especially for owners of
classes that have dominated the political and social life as the Senates and
knights category.

These categories have contributed poses significant in lending or borrowing.
Here, we refer to the excessive activity in this area to the Knights because of
their power and considerable influence in the society, in addition to commercial
and financial controls which restrict the movement of the Senates.

The Classical Resources refer the evolution of loan process and its impact on the
Roman society , and shows his look of to the process of lending and its
employees, Which was a look of hostility and inferiority , Which reflects a
significant rejection within Roman society for the lender whatever the position
where the semi-sometimes as a measure of the infield thief.

The Roman authorities have tried to intervene in order to counter this
phenomenon in an attempt to put an end to the greed of usurers and minimize the
negative effects of these operations on the economic and social life in Ro mania
Republic.

Key words:
Roman republic — Loans — Banks — Money — Coins .
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21 Andreau, 1999 : 3.
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2 Andreau, 1999 : 2.
% Hollander, 2007 : 53
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%2 Fowler, 1909 : 83-85 .
%% Cicero, Epistulae ad Familiares, 5.6,2.
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3 Cicero, Epistulae ad Atticum, 1.12.1.

Teucris illa lentum sane negotium, neque Cornelius ad Terentiam postea rediit. opinor ad Considiu
m, Axium, Selicium confugiendum est; nam a Caecilio propinqui minorecentesimis nummum mo
vere non possunt
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% Hollander, 2007 : 54.

%" Hollander, 2007 : 55.

% Cic. Ad Att.11,3,3.

nos vivimus, et stat urbs ista, praetores ius dicunt, aediles ludos parant, viri boni usuras perscribunt,
€go ipse sedeo

% Cic, Ad Fam, 16.4.2

scripsi ad Curium quod dixisses daret. Medico ipsi putoaliquid dandum esse, quo sit studiosior

“ Cic. Ad Att, 12. 24.1.

* Cic, Ad Att, 12,27,2

de Cicerone ut scribis ita faciam; ipsi permittam de tempore. nummorum quantum opus erit ut per
mutetur tu videbis
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* Cic. Ad Att, 10, 5,3.
Commodius tecum Vettienus est locutus quam ad me scripserat. sed mirari satis hominis neglegent
iam non queo. cum enim mihi Philotimus dixisset se HS L_ emere de Canuleiodeversorium illud p
0sse, minoris etiam empturum si Vettienum rogassem, rogavi ut, si quid posset, ex ea summa detra
heret. promisit. ad me nuper se HS X_X_X_ emisse; utscriberem cui vellem addici; diem pecuniae
Idus Novembr. esse. rescripsi ei stomachosius cum ioco tamen familiari. nunc quoniam agit
* Cic, Ad Att, 13,3.1
* Hollander, 2007 : 55.

** Johnston, 2015 : 235.

“ | ewis& Reinhold, 1959 : 120.
*" Mousourakis, George, Roman Law and the Origins of the Civil Law Tradition, Springer
International Publishing 2015. Pp 12 ff.
* Titus Livius, 6,35,4.
creatique tribuni C. Licinius et L. Sextius promulgauere leges omnes aduersusopes patriciorum
et pro commaodis plebis: unam de aere alieno, ut deducto eo decapite quod usuris pernumeratum
esset id quod superesset triennio aequisportionibus persolueretur.
9 Titus Livius, 7.16.1.
haud aeque laeta patribus insequenti anno C. Marcio Cn. Manlio consulibus deunciario fenore a
M. Duillio L. Menenio tribunis plebis rogatio est perlata; et plebs aliquanto eam cupidius sciuit.
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* Titus Livius, 7 27.3.
idem otium domi forisque mansit T. Manlio Torquato iit C. Plautio consulibus. Semunciarium ta
ntum ex unciario fenusfactum et in pensiones aequas triennii, ita ut quarta praesens esset.
*! Titus Livius, 7 42.1.

Praeter haec invenio apud quosdam L. Genucium tribunum plebis tulisse ad plebem ne fenerare

licere .

°2 Lewis & Meyer, 1959 : 120.
> Most, 1984 : 22.
> Ni judicatum facit aut quis endo eo (in jure) vindicit, secum dicito. Lex XII
>Tertiis nundinis capite poenas dabant traus Tiberim, peregre venum ibant.. Most, 1984 : 22-23.
*® Mousourakis, 2015 : 37.
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%8 Andreau, 1999 : 15.

* Cic, Ad Att, 6,1. 24

a Caesare per Herodem talenta Attica L extorsistis? in quo, ut audio, magnumodium Pompei susce
pistis. putat enim suos nummaos vos comedisse, Caesarem in Nemore aedificando diligentiorem for
e.

% Cic, Ad Att, 10.13.2

Vettienum diligo.

®l Cic, Ad Att, 1.12.1

opinor ad Considium, Axium, Selicium confugiendum est; nam a Caecilio propinqui minorecente

simis nummum movere non possunt

%2 Cic, Ad Att, 4.6.4

Vestorio aliquid significes. valde enim est in me liberalis.

% Cic, Ad Att, 7.3.11

solvamus inquis. age, a Caelio mutuabimur. hoc tu tamen consideres velim; puto enim, insenatu si

quando praeclare pro re publica dixero, Tartessium istum tuum mihi exeunti, iube sodes nummos ¢
urare.
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% Cic, Ad Att. 1.17.5.
% Cic. Off. 2.89
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