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Phenomenology of Pain from a Philosophical Perspective: An
Analytical and Critical Study.
Abstract

: Despite the widespread nature of pain as a shared human experience, it remains
a puzzling phenomenon. As it is subjective reference attributed solely to the
sufferer, pain is personal and cannot be seen directly but described. Its perception
varies based on different criteria. Some philosophical theories Sense Data,
Perceptual, and Representational theory eg. have endeavored to explain its nature,
characteristics, and distinction between the cognitive perception and the neural
sensation of pain. However, none of these theories have reached the level of
fulfillment that would qualify it as an explained philosophical theory. Each theory
begins by interpreting pain based on specific premises, and yet, there has been no
consensus on the nature of pain beyond the fact that it is an unpleasant, undesirable
feeling that indicates bodily damage. Therefore, I will analyze and criticize
theories of pain as models, as well as present my own conclusions according to
their positive and negative properties.

Keywords: Pain. Phenomenology. Awareness, Emotion. Perception.
Representationalism. Intentionality.
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Cp. Hollman, A (1997) Sir Thomas Lewis Pioneer Cardiologist and Clinical Scientist, Springer,

London, p xvii.

! Lewis, T (1942) Pain, The Macmillan company, New York, p v.
2 Geniusas, S. (2020) The Phenomenology of Pain, Ohio University Press, Athens, p 1.
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% Bonica J. J. (1991). History of pain concepts and pain therapy. The Mount Sinai journal of
medicine, New York, 58(3), 191-202.

4 Cheng, Wei (2018) Aristotle’s Vocabulary of Pain, Philologus 163(1), p 2.
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Cp. Beckermann, Ansgar, Brian P. McLaughlin, and Sven Walter (eds), The Oxford Handbook
of Philosophy of Mind (2009; online edn, Oxford Academic, 2 Sept. 2009)
https://doi.org/10.1093/0xfordhb/9780199262618.001.0001, Accessed 15 September

2024.

See also Britannica - Philosophy of Mind Accessed 15 September 2024.

7 Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy - Pain
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Cp. Christopher Macann: Four Phenomenological Philosophers, Routledge, London, 1993, p 1.
8 Geniusas, S (2020) The Phenomenology of Pain, Ohio University Press, Athens, p 14.
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(*%) Geniusas, S. (2014). The Origins of The Phenomenology of Pain: Brentano, Stumpf and
Husserl. Continental Philosophy Review, 47, p 4

(") Hardcastle, V. A brief and potted overview on the philosophical theories of pain, in: The
Routledge Handbook of Philosophy of Pain, Edited by Jennifer Corns, Routledge, London 2017
p 22.
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Cp. René Descartes - Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy Accessed 14 November 2024,

(**) Descartes (1664) cp. Aydede, Murat. (2005). Introduction: A Critical and Quasi-Historical

Essay on Theories of Pain. 10.7551/mitpress/5211.003.0002. p 30.

13 Brentano, F (1995) Descriptive Psychology, Translated and Edited by Benito Miiller,

Routledge, London, p 154.
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Cp. Saul Kripke - Britannica Accessed 14 November 2024
14 Kripke, S (1980) Naming and Necessity, Harvard University Press, Massachusetts, p151.
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'® Aydede, Murat. (2005) Introduction: A Critical and Quasi-Historical Essay on Theories of Pain,
pl.
18 Hardcastle, V. (2017) A brief and potted overview on the philosophical theories of pain, in: The
Routledge Handbook of Philosophy of Pain, Edited by Jennifer Corns, Routledge, London, p19.
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Pain, Philosophy ofScience'69(S3)‘ S265-S283. doi:10.1086/341851 p S269
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Cp. Binder, M. & Hirokawa, N (2009) Encyclopedia of Neuroscience, Springer, Heidelberg, p
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See also Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy - Sense Data

21 Cp. (PAIN TERMS and Definitions IASP, n.d.) Accessed 4 December 2024.

22 Hardcastle, V. (2017) A brief and potted overview on the philosophical theories of pain, p 19.

* The privacy. Cp. Pitcher, George (1970) Pain Perception, in The Philosophical Review, Vol. 79,
No. Duke University Press, 3, p 370.
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* To-be-is-to-be-felt. Cp. Pitcher, George (1970) Pain Perception, in The Philosophical Review,
Vol. 79, No. Duke University Press, 3, p 370.

** Incorrigibility. Cp. Pitcher, George (1970) Pain Perception, p 370.

% Pitcher, George (1970) Pain Perception, p 370.

24 Pitcher, George (1971) Theory of Perception, Princeton University Press, Princeton, New
Jersey, p 10.

*** Plato’s Allegory of the Cave.

% Plato, The Republic of Plato Book Vii, Translated by: Davies and Vaughan, Macmillan and Co.
Cambridge, 1997, P 264

% Aydede, Murat. (2005) Introduction: A Critical and Quasi-Historical Essay on Theories of Pain,

p 6.
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