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The study aims to analyze the role of Egypt-related regional trade agreements in
achieving Egypt’s long-term export goals for fresh and processed agricultural
commodities, focusing on evaluating the performance of the agri-food export
sector, compared to the export potential of fresh and processed agricultural
products. In addition, the needed agricultural and food processing policies are
recommended. The study relies on various qualitative and quantitative analyses.
For estimating Egypt’s export potential, two integrated methods are used; first,
the potential estimated by the International Trade Center (ITC), and second, the
potential estimated through using the Regional Computable General Equilibrium
Model to simulate the removal of non-tariff barriers between Egypt and the eight
economic blocs to identify the impact of deep trade liberalization on Egyptian
agri-food exports.

The results of the study indicate that Egypt’s actual exports of fresh and processed
food products are only approximately half of its potential. Such gap, represented
in unrealized agricultural exports, is attributed to numerous challenges and
obstacles, facing both the primary agricultural production and food processing
sectors.

The study specifically identifies the policies that should be adopted in the

agricultural and food production sectors to address these challenges and
constraints, thereby enabling Egypt to accelerate growth rates in competitive
export products and leverage the advantages they enjoy in the markets of the
economic blocs with which Egypt is linked, enabling it to reach the estimated
export potential.
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