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The growth of the temporal power of the papacy in the

early fourteenth century and its consequences

Research Summary:

The Roman Church sought independence in its religious affairs from
imperial authority, based on the theory adopted by Pope Gelasius | in
494 AD. This theory held that there were two main powers governing
the world: the sacred authority of the bishops and the royal authority,
each independent of the other. This theory later developed and
became known as the Two Swords Theory: the secular sword,
representing the temporal authority of kings, and the spiritual sword,
representing the religious authority of the Church. The popes began,
since the reign of Gregory VIl (1073-1085 AD) sought to subjugate
secular authorities by developing the theory of the two swords, based
on the Pope's possession of both powers, i.e., he possessed both
religious and secular authority. Interpretations of this theory multiplied
until Boniface VIII ascended to the throne. The papal throne
(1294/1303 AD). He was an ambitious man who wanted to control the
secular kingdoms and prevent kings and princes from interfering in the
affairs of the church, which led to his clash with the kings of England
and France, and he threatened them with excommunication if they
interfered in the affairs of the clergy. Then his disputes continued with
Philip the Handsome, King of France, until In worldly matters, he

interpreted the theory of the two swords as spiritual power that creates
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and controls earthly power. The French authorities rejected the papal

decree, and the conflict degenerated into violence, which claimed the

life of Pope Boniface.

Keywords:Religious Authority/Secular Authority/Pope/Two

Swords/Boniface/Philip/Church
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(4) Colish, Western Intellectual Tradition, p. 74.
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226113 ¢y, ¢ Lkl (4)
(1) Robinson, Church and Papacy, p. 301.
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History of the Papacy, p. 145; John C. Moore, Pope Innocent I, (Poston, 2003),
p. 257; Mark Chapman, "Authority" RCCC, p. 505; John Watts, The Making of
Polities, Europe, 1300 — 1500, (Cambridge, 2009), p. 49.
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2, pp. 308, 309; Jason Cronbach Van Boom "Unam, Sanctam Proclaims Papal
Supremacy” RWC, p. 55; Canning, Medieval Political Thought, p. 138; A Source
Book of Medieval History, Edited by Frederic Austin Ogg, (New York, 107), p.
384.

@) Backmn, Medieval Europe, p. 387; Hoyt and Chodorow, Europe in the Middle
Ages, p. 504; Colins, Keepers of the Keys, p. 267; Deanesly, History of Medieval
Church, p,.166; Austin Ogg Source Book of Medieval History, p. 384; R. W.
Dyson, " De Regimine Christiano and the Franco — Papal Crisis of 1296 —
1303",CJV, p. 332.

@ Schmugge, Boniface VIII, p. 502; Joseph Canning, Ideas of Power in the Late
Middle Ages 1246 — 14117; (Cambridge, 2011), p. 15; Thomas Green Wood,
Political History of the Great Latin Patriarchate, Vol., XIV, (London, 1872), pp.
302, 303; Van Boom, Unam Sanctam, p. 55.

®) Colins, Keepers of the Keys, p. 277; Riddle. The History of the Papacy, Vol., 2,
p. 311; Dyson, De Regimine Christiano, p. 334.

“ Canning, Ideas of Power, p. 15.

@) canning, Ideas of Power, p. 15. Dyson, De Regimine Christiano, p. 33.

@) Dyson, De Regimine Christiano, p. 333.
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® Don Louis Tosti,. History of Pope Boniface VIII and His Times, (New York,
1911), pp. 326, 327; Strayer, The Reign of Philip the Fair, p. 265; Collins,
Keepers of the Keys, pp. 278, 279; Cunning, ldeas of Power, p. 15; Van Boom,
Unam Sanctam, p. 55; Austin Ogg, Source Book of Medieval History, p. 384.

@ Van Boom, Unam Sanctam, p. 55.

®) Green Wood, Political History of the Great Latin Patriarichare, p. 329.

W canning, Idea of power, p. 15 and Medieval Political Thought, p. 138; Astruc,
The Pioneer of Royal Theocracy, p. 243; Tosti, Pope Boniface VIII, p. 333; Van
Boom, Unam Sanctam, p. 55.

@) Canning, Ideas of Power, p. 16.

®) Ccanning, Medieval Political Thought, p. 138 and Ideas of Power, p. 16; Astruce,
The Pioneer of Royal Theocracy, p. 245; Tosti, Pope Boniface VIII, p. 33; Austin
Ogg, Source Book of Medieval History, p. 384.

@ Green Wood, Polticial History, pp. 330 — 335; Astruc, Pioneer of Royal
Theocracy, p.243; Strayer, The Reign of Philip the Fair, pp. 267 — 270; Canning,
Ideas of Power, p. 16; Schmugge, Boniface VIII, p. 503; Hoyt and Chodorow,
Europe in the Middle Ages, p. 505; Riddle, The History of the Papacy, Vol., 2, p.
315; Dyson, De Regimine Christiano, p. 335.
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@ Astruc, Pioneer of Royal Theocracy, p. 243; Strayer, The Reign of Philip the
Fair, p. 271; Schmugge, Boniface VIII, p. 503; Green Wood, Political History, pp.
334, 335, Hoyt and Chodorow, Europe in the Middle Ages, p. 505; Elizabeth A.
R. Brow, Philip the Fair and His Ministers: Guillaume de Nogaret and Enguerran
de Marigny, CAC, p. 185; Dyson, de Regimine Christiano, pp. 335, 336.

@ Collins, Keepers of the Keys, p. 279; W. H. Jervis, History of the Church of
France, (Frankfort, 2023, p. 66; Strayer, the Reign of Philip the Fair, p. 271.

® Wwatt, Spiritual and Temporal Powers, p. 400; Schmugge, Boniface VIII, p. 503;
Astruc, Pioneer of Royal Theocracy, p. 245; Dyson, de Regimine, p. 336.
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- Greenaway, The Dieferentiation of Authority, p. 210.

@ canning, Medieval Political Thought, p. 139; Van Boom, Unam Sanctam, p. 56;
Tosti, Pope Boniface VIII, p. 319; Schmugge, Boniface VIII, p. 503; Astrue,
Pioneer of Royal Theocracy, p. 245.

) Gosselin, The Power of the Pope, Vol., 2, p. 233.

®) Henry Edward, The Vatican Decrees in Their Bearing on Civil Allegiance,
(Frankfort, 2024), pp. 58, 59; Oxford documents of the Christian Church, Edited
by Henry Bettenson and Chris Maunder, (Oxford, 2011), p. 121; Ehler and
Morral, ed, Church and State, p. 90; Green Wood, Political History, p. 335;
James Harvey Robinson, The Pre-Reformation Period, TROSEH, Vol., 3, No. 6,
p. 20; Van Boom, Unam Sanctam, p. 56; Henry Bettenson, and Chris Maunder,
ed., Oxford documents of the Christian Church, (Oxford, 2011), p. 121; Austin
Ogg Source Book of Medieval History, pp. 3855, 386.
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O Edward, The Vatican Decrees, pp. 59, 60; Oxford Documents, p. 121; Ehlet and
Morrall, Church and State, p. 91; Green Wood, Political History, p. 336;
Robinson, The Pre. Reformation Period, p. 20; Gosselin, The power of the
Pope, Vol., 2, p. 233; Haffner, Mystery of the Church, p. 243, Van Boom, Unam
Sanctam, p. 56; Austin Ogg, Source Book of Medieval History, pp. 386, 386;
Bettenson, ed., Documents of the Christian Church, p. 115.
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W) Edward, The Vatican Decrees, pp. 60, 61; Oxford documents, pp. 121, 122;
Ehler and Morrall, Church and State, p. 92; Green wood, Political History, pp.
336, 337; Robinson, The Pre-Reformation Period, P.p. 20, 21; Gosselin, The
Power of the Pope, Vol., 2, p. 234; Austin Ogg, Source Book of Medieval
History, p. 388. Bettenson, ed., Documents of the Christian Church, p. 116.

@ Marsilius of Padua, The Defender of the Peace, p. 372; Oxford Documents, p.
122; Ehler and Morral, Chruch and State, p. 92; Green Wood, political History, p.
337; Robison, The Pre Reformation Period, p. 21; Haffner, Mystery of the
Church, p 243; Canning, Ideas of Power, p. 16; Riddle, The History of the
Papacy, Vol., 2, p. 318; Jervis, History of the Church of France, p. 67;
Bettenson, Documents of the Christian Church, p. 116; Austin Ogg, Source
Book of Medieval History, p. 388.
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®) Gilnert O. Nations, Papal sovereignty, (Cincinnati, 1917), p. 86; Van Boom,
Unam Sanctam, p. 55; Canning, Medieval Thought, 139; Gosselin, The Power of
the Pope, Vol., 2, p. 236.

@ James Muldoon, Popes, Lawyers and Infidels, (Pennsylvania, 1979), pp. 70, 71;
Hoyt and Chodorow, Europe in the Middle Ages, p. 506; Backman, Medieval
Europe, p. 388; Tosti, Pope Boniface VIII, pp. 35, 351; Astruc, The Pioneers of
Royal Theocracy, p. 245..

@ Nation, Papal Sovereignty, pp. 86, 87.

® Jervis, History of the Church of France, p. 67; Riddle, The History of the Papacy,
Vol., 2, p. 318..

@) Strayer, The Reign of Philip the Fair, p 274; Green wood, Political History, pp.
338, 339; Jervis, History of the Church of France, pp. 67, 68; Riddle, The History
of the Papacy, Vol., 2, p. 319. .
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@ Strayer, The Reign of Philip the Fair, p. 275; Astruc, The Pioneer of Royal
Theocracy, p. 246.
% Watt, Spiritual and Temporal Powers, pp. 303, 304..

(1) Watt, Spiritual and Temporal Powers, pp. 404, 405.

@ Strayer, The Reign of Philip the Fair, p. 275; Tosti, Pope Boniface VIII, p. 373;
riddle, The History of the Papacy, Vol., 2, p. 320 .

®) Tosti, Pope Boniface VIII, p. 375.

“® Tosti, Pope Boniface VIII, p. 376.

®) strayer, The Reign of Philip the Fair, p. 277; Astruc, The Pioneer of Royal
Theocracy, p. 247; Tosti, Pope Boniface VIII, p. 378; Colins, Keeper of the
Keys, p. 280.

@) Strayer, The Reigne of Philip the Fair, p. 277.

@ Tosti, Pope Boniface VIII, P.p. 383 — 389; Schmugge, Boniface VIII, p. 503;
Strayer, The Reign of Philip the Fair, pp. 277 — 279; Astruc, Pioneer of Royal
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Theocracy, p. 247; Hoyet and Chodorow, Europe in the Middle Ages, p. 507;
Deanely, The Medieval Church, p. 116, Van Boom, Unam Sanctam, p. 56.

(3) Archibald Bo\ver, The History of the Popes. From the Foundation of the See of
Rome to A. D. 1758, Vol., 3, (Philadelphia, 1845), p. 60.

@ Karl August Fink, "The Situation After the Death of Boniface VIII: Benedict XI
and Clement V", HCMR, Vol., 4, p. 297; Bower, History of the Popes, Vol., 3, p.
61.

@ Tosti, Pope Boniface VIII, p. 412; Bower, History of the Popes, Vol., 3, p. 61;
Fink, The Situation After the Death of Boniface VIII, p. 296 .

® Bower, History of the Popes, Vol., 3, p. 64; Strayes, the Reign of Philip the Fair,
p. 294.

@ Ferdin and Gregrovius, History of the City of Rome, Vol., 6, Part, 1, (Cambridge,
2010), p. 96.
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@ Canning, History of Medieval Political Thought, p. 140; Watt, Spiritual and
Temporal Powers, pp. 405, 406.

) Canning, History of Medieval Political Thought, p. 140.

@ Thomas Renna, "Quaestio in Utramque Partem", DMA, Vol., 10, p. 238; Philip
Schaff, History of the Christian Church, Vol., 6, (U.S.A., 1977), pp. 38, 39;
Canning, Ideas of Power, pp. 25, 26.

@) Schaff, History of the Christian Church, Vol., 6, p. 39.
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@ Thomas Renna, "Disputatio Inter Clericum et Militem”, DMA, Vol., 4, p. 218;
Canning, History of Medieval Thought, p. 141; Schaff, History of the Christian
Church, Vol., 6, p. 39.

@) James of Viterbo, De Regimine Christiano, Edited by R.W. Dyson, (Boston,
2009), p. 7; Canning, History of Medieval political Thought, p. 144; Schaff,
History of Christian church, vol., 6, p. 36.

@ James of Viterbo, De Regimine Christiano, p. 211; Dyson, De Regimine
Christiano, p. 345.

® James of Viterbo, De Regimine Christiano, p. 229; Canning, History of Medieval
Political Thought, p.145; Dyson, de Regimine Christiano, p. 345.

@ James of Viterbo, de Regimine Christiano, p. 299, Canning, History of Medieval
Political Thought, p. 145.
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®) James of Viterbo, De Regimine Christiano, pp. 280, 213, Canning, History of
Medieval political Thought, p. 145. Dyson, De Regimine Christiano, p. 352.

© James of Viterbo, De Regimine Christiano, p. 217.

@) Jamess of Viterbo, De Regimine Christiano, p. 295.

@ Canning, Ideas of Power, p. 30; Schaff, History of Christian Church, Vol., 6, p.
35; Greenaway, the Differntiation of Authority, p. 216.

® Eric Voegelin, The Collected Works, Vol., 21, Edited by David Walsh, (Missouri,
1998), p. 51; Florian Woller, "Corpus and Communio Two Key Themes of Late
Medieval Ecclesiology, CTR, p. 97; Schaff, History of Christian Church, Vol., 6,
p. 36.

M Giles of Rome's De Regimine Principum, Edited by Charles F. Priggs,
(Cambridge, 1999), pp. 11, 13; Lambertine, "Political Thought",CGR p. 268;
Woller, Corpus and Communio, p. 98; Schaff, History of Christian Church, p. 36.

@) Giles of Rome, de Regimine Principum, p. 17.
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® Giles of rome, De Regimine Princopum, p. 21; Woller, Corpus and Communio,
pp. 981 99, Canning, Ideas of Power, p. 31.
@ Giles of Rome, De Regimine Principum, p. 29; Canning, Medieval Political
Thought, p. 143, Schaff, History of Christian Church, Vol., 6, 36.
®) voegelin, the Collecled Works, Vol., 21, p. 52.
@) Giles of Rome, De Regimine Principum, pp. 39, 41.
@ Giles of Rome, De Regimine Principum, pp. 43, 45; Lambertine, Political
Thought, p. 268.
‘_Aﬂ\ﬂ\:&\su&jeﬁu&éju‘éh}s 14 cu{,ﬂ\‘)&ucﬁﬁ\ J@.’J\‘:A;\A -
®) Giles of Rome, De Regimine Principum, pp. 47 — 51.
@ Giles of Rome, De Regimine principum, p. 55 .
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(2) Dante Alighieri. The De Monarchia, Edited and Translated by Aurelia Henry, (New
York, 1904), pp. 164, 165.

(1) Dante, e Monarchia, pp. 168, 171.

(2) Dante. e Monarchia, p. 180, Schaff, History of Christian Church, Vol., 6, p. 35.

(%) Dante. e Monarchia, pp. 148 — 156; Canning, Medieval Political Thought, p. 151;
Schaff, History of Christian Church, Vol., 6, 35.

(4) Dante, e Monarchia, p. 206.

(®) Dante, e Monarchia, p. 34.

.19:18 ¢lay ©

(7) Sharma, Western Political Thought, p. 281.

() Dante, he Monarchia, pp. 187, 196, 205, 206.

@ John of Paris, On Royal and Papal Power, Translated by Arther P. Monahan,
(London, 1974), p. 41; Beltina Koch, "Against Empire? John of Paris's Defence
of Territorial Secular Power Considered in the Context of Dante's and Marsilius
of Padua's Political Theories", BRPP, p. 57; Lidia Lanza and Marco Tosle, "The
Bridle Maker and the Pope; The Use of Causality in John Paris's De Potestate
Regiaet Papali and in the Early De Potestate Papae Treatises", BRPP, p. 334;
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Voegelin, The Collected Works, Vol., 21, p. 57; Sharma, Western Political
Thought, p. 278; Canning, Medieval Political Thought, p. 146.

(2) John of Paris, On Royal and Papal Power, p. 44; Koch, against Empire, pp. 57,
67.

(3) John of Paris, On Royal and Papal Power, p. 37.

(4) John of Paris, On Royal and Papal Power, pp. 42, 43.

(5) Erwin Iserloh, "Concept of the Church and Idea of the State in the Plomeics of
the fourteenth Century, The Laicized State in Marsilius of Padua”, HCMR, p.
359.

@ John of Paris, On Royal and papal Power, pp. 112 — 118; Andrew A. K. Theng
"Why Did John of Paris Write De Paestate Regia et Papali? A Reconsideration”,
BRPP, 164; Voegelin, The Collected Works, Vol., 21l p. 57; Sharma, Western
political Thought, pp. 278, 279.

(2) John of Paris, On Royal and Papal Power, p. 110.

(3) John of Paris, On Royal and Papal Power, p. 46.

(4) John of Paris, On Royal and Papal Power, p. 48.

(5) John of Paris, On Royal and Papal Power, p. 73; Lanza and Toste, "The Bride
Maker", DRPP, p. 311.
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(1) J. S. McClelland, A History of Western Political Thought, (London, 2005), p.
128; Ozment, The Age of Reform, p. 150; Backman, The World of Medieval
Europe, p. 398; Iserloh, Concept of the Church, p. 360.

(2) McClelland, Western Political Thought, p. 130.

(3) Marsilius of Padua, The Defender of the peace, pp. 152, 158..

(4) Marsilius of Padua, The Defender of the Peace, pp. 129, 130.

(1) Masilius of Padua, The Defender of the Peace, pp. 131 — 133, pp. 157, 158.

(2) Masilius of Padua, The Defender of the Peace, p. 134, p. 406.

(3) Masilius of Padua, The Defender of the Peace, p. 135.

(4) Masilius of Padua, The Defender of the Peace, pp. 160 — 161; Walt, Spiritual
and Temporal Powers, p. 420.
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