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Migrant nostalgia in the novel (Basti) by Intazir Hussein
Psychoanalytic study

Abstract:

Nostalgia is one of the most prominent manifestations of suffering reflected
in literature, as writers express their longing and deep connection to the past.
They go beyond mere remembrance, capturing the finest details of memories
etched in their minds to convey their profound yearning for those moments.
Through literature, they channel their intense emotions and pain, narrating
stories of the places they have been attached to since childhood and the
homelands from which the distances of time have separated them. The novel
Basti is one of the most famous works of the Pakistani writer Intizar Hussain.
It is considered one of the most significant literary works that addressed the
tragedy of the partition of the Indian subcontinent in 1947 and the
subsequent events leading up to the 1971 war and the secession of East
Pakistan from its western counterpart. These events reshaped the cultural and
social identity of millions in the region. Through a narrative style that blends
realism and symbolism, Intizar Hussain captured the suffering of individuals
who found themselves trapped between a lost past and a present filled with
challenges. The novel raises fundamental questions about identity and
belonging, making it a text rich in meaning and significance. It highlights the
feelings of nostalgia experienced by individuals amid social and political
changes. Through Basti, Intizar Hussain offers a profound exploration of
nostalgia, portraying it as a tool for understanding the crisis of identity in the
post-partition era. Within its narrative, he evokes a deep longing for a lost
homeland—one that led to the fragmentation of identities.

Key words: Nostalgia, Besti, Intazir Hussain, Partition of the Indian
subcontinent.
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