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Luxor is one of the world's most significant heritage sites, housing
unique archaeological treasures and intangible cultural heritage,
including traditional customs and crafts. During the 19th and early
20th centuries, the region witnessed extensive archaeological
missions seeking accommodation near the Qurna Mountain.

Among the most notable missions was the University of Chicago
expedition, which, in 1899, established a rural-style hotel using
locally sourced materials such as palm fronds, wicker, and mud
bricks. In 1939, ownership of the building was transferred to the
Abdel Rasul family. Haj Ali Abdel Rasul renovated and transformed
it into "El Marsam" Hotel, which became a hub for fine arts students
and renowned artists who visited Luxor to depict its tombs and
temples.

The hotel hosted prominent figures, including Howard Carter, the
discoverer of Tutankhamun’s tomb, along with world leaders and
distinguished artists and intellectuals. EI Marsam maintains its
authenticity with traditional furnishings and local cuisine, remaining
a favored destination for nature enthusiasts.

This study explores the hotel's origins, its expansions, and its
distinguished guests. It also examines the murals painted by visiting
artists. The researchers employed a historical methodology and
recommended that El Marsam be included in Egypt’s list of historic
eco-friendly hotels. Additionally, they emphasized the importance of
documenting and restoring the murals to preserve this valuable
cultural heritage.
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