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Disease and racism in colonial Kenya (1918- 1939)

Dr. Eman Ragab Zaki Tammam
Assistant Professor of Modern and Contemporary History
Faculty of Arts, Beni Suef University
Abstract:

This research presents racist practices towards Africans' disease in the colony of
Kenya during the period between 1918 and 1939, i.e. the period between the two
world wars, and monitors images of racist practices towards African disease,
whether in terms of the European view or analysis of African disease and its causes,
and researches British racist policies and their responsibility for the spread of
diseases in Kenya, especially their economic policies, whereby land was seized from
its African owners, and they were confined to narrow residential areas and enclaves,
and forced to work on infrastructure projects, as well as unfair policies towards
African labor, malnutrition, in addition to British policies related to World War 1,
and its policy towards providing medical services to Africans. This research will
discuss the impact of all these policies on the spread of disease among Africans, then
move on to talk about British practices towards medical services provided to African
nationals, which included blatant racism, as indicated by urban planning policies for
cities, and the purely economic motives that stood behind providing medical relief
programs, and what those included. The same programs of racism, and what
happened in the quarantine camps, and we conclude this research by exploring the
attitude of Africans towards racist medical practices.

Keywords: Kenya colony, epidemics and diseases, British colonialism in Africa,
Racism against Africans.
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Africaine, Paris, 1969, P.32.
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() Tignor, Robert L.: Op.cit, P.156; Nicholls, Christine Stephanie: Red strangers: The white tribe
of Kenya, Timewell Press, London, 2005, PP. 135- 140.

@ Tignor, Robert L.: Op.cit, P.154; Goldsmith, F. H.: John Ainsworth, Pioneer Kenya
Administrator 1864-1946, London, 1955, P.88; Okia, Opolot: Communal labor in colonial Kenya:
The legitimization of coercion, 1912— 1930, Palgrave Macmillan, 2012, P.53.

) Tignor, Robert: Op.cit, P.180.

@ C.0: Annual Medical Department Report: Kenya colony and protectorate, 1933, P.5.
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() Sun, Irene Yuan: Op.cit, P.26.

) C.0: Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya, Report of 1926, No. 1352,
London, 1927, P.9; C.O: Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya, Report
0f1932, No. 1659, London, 1934, P.15; C.O: Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of
Kenya, Report of 1935, No. 1771, London, 1936, P.11; C.O: Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and
protectorate of Kenya, Report of 1936, No. 1806, London, 1937, P.11; C.O: Colonial Reports
Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya, Report of 1937, No. 1858, London, 1938, P.11; C.O:
Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya, Report of 1938, No. 1920, Printed in
London, 1939, P.11.

) Sun, Irene Yuan: Op.cit, PP. 28, 29, 32.

@ C.0: Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya, Report of 1926, P.8.

) Sun, Irene Yuan: Op.cit, PP.28, 29; Hacket, C. J.: Yaws, In Sabben-Clare, E. E. & Bradley, D. J.
and Kirkwood, K. (editors): Health in Tropical Africa during the colonial period, Clarendon Press,
Oxford, 1980, p. 83; Dawson, Marc: The anti-yaws campaign and colonial medical policy in
Kenya, International Journal of African Historical Studies, Vol. 20, No. 3, 1987, P. 421.
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(M Dawson, Marc: Op.cit, PP. 420- 421.

2 Sun, Irene Yuan: Op.cit, P.30; Callahan, J. C. J.: Some observations on Framboesia Tropica
made in a district of Kikuyu province, Kenya, East African Medical Journal, Volume. 3, No. 3,
June 1926, p.87.

) C.0: Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya, Report of 1926, P.10.

@ Sun, Irene Yuan: Op.cit, P.42; Lynn, Thomas: Politics of the womb: women, reproduction, and
the State in Kenya, University of California Press, 2003, PP. 21, 78, 103-134.

)C.0 533/418/2: Memorandum Re "Female Circumcision", From Chairman (Secretary of Church
of Scotland Mission, Kikuyu, Kenya Colony), To (The Secretary of State for the Colonies,
London), 1st December 1931, Appendix.3: The kikuyu Central Association, P. 11; Thomas, Lynn
M: Op.cit, PP. 22, 23.
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(' C.0: Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya, Report of 1932, P.15.

@) C.0: Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya, Report of 1935, P.11; C.O:
Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya, Report of 1936, P.11; C.O: Colonial
Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya, Report of 1937, P.11; C.O: Colonial Reports
Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya, Report of 1938, P.12.

) C.0: Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya, Report of 1937, P.11; C.O:
Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya, Report of 1938, P.12.

) British East Africa, The British Medical Journal, Vol. 1, No. 2522, (1909), PP. 1091-1092; Jones,
Alexandra: Op.cit, PP.136, 137.

) Brown, Michael Obeng: The health disparities in Africa: Impact of colonial institutions on
Indigenous Mortality from the 20" Century, Master Thesis, Lund University, Sweden, 2018, P.8.
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Stilson, Brandon: A Failure to Care: Colonial Power and Healthcare in Africa, 1850-1939, The
Undergraduate Historical Journal at UC Merced, Vol.6, No.1, 2019, PP.24, 25.

@ C.0: Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya, Report of 1932, P.14; C.O:
Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya, Report of 1933, P.14; C.O: Colonial
Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya, Report of 1934, No. 1722, London, 1935, P.13;
C.O: Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya, Report of 1935, P.10; C.O:
Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya, Report of 1936, P.11; C.O: Colonial
Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya, Report of 1938, P.12.

) Sun, Irene Yuan: Op.cit, P.6.

#) C.0: Colonial Reports Annual: East Africa Protectorate, Report for 1918-1919, p.19.

) Idem, pp.19, 20.
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(1 C.0: Annual Medical Department Report 1933, P.6.
@ British East Africa, The British Medical Journal, PP. 1091-1092; Jones, Alexandra: Op.cit,
PP.136, 137.

Yot a (Gle aage t yaly (abyd
) Duffy, Aoife: Legacies of British colonial violence: viewing Kenyan detention Camps through
the Hanslope disclosure, Law and History Review, Vol.0, No.0, May 2015, PP. 20- 21.
® CO 533/ 44: Memorandum in Connection with Sleeping Sickness, April 27, 1908, by John
Ainsworth, enclosure in Governor, May 25, 1908.
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(' CO 533/ 299: Deputy Governor, December 17, 1923.
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Jones, Alexandra: Op.cit, P.132.

® Lasker, Judith: The role of health services in colonial rule: the case of the Ivory Coast, Journal
of Culture, Medicine and Psychiatry, Vol.1, Dordrecht, Holland, 1977, P.283.
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() Webb J.: The Long Struggle against Malaria in Tropical Africa, Cambridge University Press,
New York, 2014, p. 78; Thornton E, Orenstein AJ.: Co-ordination of health work in Africa. In:
Report of the Pan-African Health Conference Held at Johannesburg, November 20th to 30th, 1935,
League of Nations, Geneva, Switzerland, 1936, pp.208-209; Farley J.: To Cast out disease: A
history of the international health division of the Rockefeller foundation, 1913-1951, Oxford
University Press, Oxford, UK, p.294; Tilley, Helen: Op.cit, p.746.

.i/\"lu.a sé.a\.w e d:sjﬂls uJ: d
) Luongo, Katherine: Witchcraft and Colonial Rule in Kenya, P.43.
® Ndege, George: Op.cit, P.140.
) CO 533/92: Case of Mr. Langridge, 18" November, 1911; Doyle, Shane: Op.cit, P.103.
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() Ndege, George: Op.cit, P.141.
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) Doyle, Shane: Op.cit, P.102.
*) Ndege, George: Op.cit, P.144.
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C.O: Annual Medical Department Report: East African Protectorate,
1914, Government Printer, London, 1915.

C.O: Annual Medical Department Report: East Africa Protectorate,
Medical Department, 1919, Government Printer, London, 1920.

C.O: Annual Medical Department Report: East Africa Protectorate,
Department: Colony and protectorate of Kenya, 1921, Government
Printer, London, 1923.

C.O: Annual Medical Department Report: East African Protectorate,
1922, Government Printer, London, 1924.

C.O: Annual Medical Department Report: Kenya Colony and
Protectorate, 1925, printed by the East African Standard Limited, Nairobi,
1926.

C.O: Annual Medical Department Report: Kenya colony and
protectorate, 1933, Printed by government printer, Nairobi, 1935.

CO 533/ 44: Memorandum in Connection with Sleeping Sickness, April
27, 1908, by John Ainsworth, enclosure in Governor, May 25, 1908.

CO 533/92: Case of Mr. Langridge, 18" November, 1911.

CO 879/ 115/ 10: Sanitary matters in the East Africa Protectorate, Uganda
and Zanzibar; report by Professor W J Simpson, Africa No. 1025, July 2,
1914.

10- CO 879/ 115/ 10: A. D. Milne, Memorandum on history of plague in

the East Africa Protectorate. In: W. J. Simpson, Report on Sanitary
Matters in the East Africa Protectorate, Uganda and Zanzibar, 1914.

11- C.0-533-R177-026 (Turkana expedition 1915): Report on Turkana

expedition- 1915, September 12, 1915.

12- CO 533/ 299: Deputy Governor, December 17, 1923.
13- C.O 533/418/2: Memorandum Re "Female Circumcision", From

Chairman (Secretary of Church of Scotland Mission, Kikuyu, Kenya
Colony), To (The Secretary of State for the Colonies, London), 1st
December 1931.

14- C.0O 533/ 457: Kenya Native Affairs Department Annual Report 1933.
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15- C.O: Colony and Protectorate of Kenya: Report of the local
government commission 1927, Vol.1: Nairobi and its environs, printed by
Waterlow & Sons Limited, London, 1927.

16- C.O: Colonial Reports Annual: East Africa Protectorate, Report for
1918-1919, No. 1073, Printed and Published by His Majesty's Stationery
Office, London, 1921.

17- C.O: Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya,
Report of 1922, No. 1188, London, 1924.

18- C.O: Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya,
Report of 1926, No. 1352, London, 1927.

19- C.O: Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya,
Report of 1932, No. 1659, London, 1934.

20- C.O: Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya,
Report of 1933, No. 1688, London, 1934.

21- C.O: Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya,
Report of 1934, No. 1722, London, 1935.

22- C.O: Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya,
Report of 1935, No. 1771, London, 1936.

23- C.O: Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya,
Report of 1936, No. 1806, London, 1937.

24- C.O: Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya,
Report of 1937, No. 1858, London, 1938.

25- C.O: Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya,
Report of 1938, No. 1920, London, 1939.

26- C.O: Colonial Reports Annual: Colony and protectorate of Kenya,
Report of 1934, No. 1722, London, 1935.

27- C.O: Kenya Colony and Protectorate: Medical Department: Annual
Report 1929, printed and published by the government printer, Nairobi,
1931.

28- C.O: Kenya Colony and Protectorate: Medical Department: Annual
Report 1934, printed and published by the government printer, Nairobi,
1935.
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1- India Office Records at the British Library (BL /IOR): BL/
IOR/L/PJ/6/1729 file 266 August 1918-March 1925 Policy of Race
Segregation throughout British East Africa, Report of a Speech by Mr.

Ve. ¢



ol S5 i Chagl L2 Y YE dyigy (¥)) amd)

John Ainsworth, Chief Commissioner of Native Affairs in East Africa,
Extract from Bombay Chronicle, 2 September 1920.

2- India Office Records at the British Library (BL /IOR): BL/ IOR
/L/E/7/1263 Indians in Kenya: Some Correspondence with Mr. A.M.
Jeevanjee of the East African Deputation, Letter from A.M. Jeevanjee to
Viscount Milner, Secretary of State for the Colonies, 4 August 1920.
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1- WO 287/137: Kenya Military Report, 1939.
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