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Abstract:  

"This research seeks to present an approach to the concept of rhythm in the 

traditional Arab conception; an attempt to communicate more effectively with our 

heritage, and an awareness of the intentionality of the Arab lexicon - the largest 

narrative of our stories, as it is said - when it remained silent about presenting a 

general meaning for the term "rhythm", and requested the inference of this meaning 

through the awareness of the cognitive determinants that indicate the rhythm of 

melody and singing. 

In Lisan Al-Arab, the root (waqa): "And the rhythm: from the rhythm of the 

melody and singing, which is to articulate the melodies and clarify them, and Al-Khalil 

- may God have mercy on him - named a book from his books in this meaning, the 

book of rhythm". 

This reading starts from the objective and neutral cognitive interaction with the 

heritage, considering it as an achievement that is being completed at every moment, 

and its past is no more than a stage of its stages, a phase of its phases, and a moment 

of its future life, anticipating this completion - which is never completed - always 

accompanied by the anxiety of questioning and discovery, and transcending the 

familiar and the known, and a guarantee against the disintegration of the self, and the 

alienation of identity by falling into the ideologies of the Western Other, who 

succeeded in creating deep distortions in Arab cultural life, to the extent that one finds 

only condemnation of ancient Arab culture, which did not have the concept of rhythm 

in its understanding - as seen by those who advocate for epistemological rupture - 
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except as a musical term, which was affected by stagnation, distortion, and ambiguity, 

and was not based on understanding the Western cognitive system. 

We are not exaggerating when we say that European culture - ancient and 

modern - did not produce a mature and rich vision of the concept of rhythm, as did 

ancient Arab culture, which is a lesson that wherever one directs it, one finds it 

accompanied by an astonishingly rich and distinctive Arab lesson, and also finds it 

revealing of a contemporary cognitive life whose owners refused to realize the 

distinctiveness of their identity, or to search for the legitimacy of their presence, which 

guarantees their existence and survival in human collective memory. 

Keywords: 

- Rhythm- the concept  Arab Heritage- Western Other- Manifestations of 

Presence and Absence 
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