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Digitizing the human being: Challenges of postmodern ‘philosophy’ in
light of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Abstract:

This study deals with the conceptual development of the human subject in
the course of philosophical and social perceptions from the perspective of
Modernism and Post-Modernism, leading to the dedication of the tendency
to "digitize people” in light of the Covid-19 pandemic. The study is
concerned with monitoring the shift in conceptual perceptions that led to the
commodification and reification of human, according to the intellectual
theses in postmodern philosophy. The study deals with the degeneration of
the human self in the perceptions of modern and postmodern thinkers,
starting with the nihilism of Friedrich Nietzsche and its influence on
Western thought in general, through the concept of “decentered subject”
from the Center for Humanistic Studies in structuralism, and then “the death
of man”, then critical theory thinkers in the Frankfurt School of what was
called "reification” in postmodern capitalist societies, as well as Martin
Heidegger and Jean Baudrillard's critigue of the mechanisms of
standardizing and modeling the human being through the means of
advanced technology and communication. Alvin Toffler. The study referred
to the patterns of "human digitization" before and after the Covid 19
pandemic, describing the exceptional measures to confront the pandemic as
a watershed point in the so-called "third wave civilization." The study relied
on two coherent methodologies in dealing with the topic: The first is the
historical monitoring of the philosophical and social conception of the
human subject and the impact of technical development on the
standardization and molding of human. And the second, the methodology of
cultural analysis.

Key words: modernism, postmodernism, Frankfurt School, decentered
subject, reification, human death, digitalization, third wave civilization.
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