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Educational and Social Needs to Gifted Students with Autism Spectrum
Disorder
Prof. Dr. Adel Mohammed Al-AdlI
Abstract:

Some autistic children have extraordinary abilities. It is often said that
autistic children have normal mental abilities, but they do not leave this
impression because of the difficulties they suffer from in their ability to
communicate and interact socially. Studies indicate that approximately two-
thirds of autistic children, when they undergo intelligence tests, their scores
are below average, meaning that they suffer from a mental disability in
addition to autism. As for the last third, their scores are within average,
meaning that their mental abilities are normal, and even gifted. The results of
some autistic children in intelligence scales provide reasonable indicators
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that can be relied upon to predict what their educational and social levels will
be. An autistic girl showed an extraordinary ability to draw, and her case is
one of the first cases to be documented, noting that she was unable to speak.
Some autistic children show a special musical talent, such as playing some
instruments that they have never learned to play before, to the point that some
of them can play melodies that they hear once accurately. It has also been
observed that some autistic children have the ability to memorize, as they can
store lists of information in their memories and memorize them for long
periods with the same details, including their ability to name which day of the
week a certain date falls on, and the ability to perform arithmetic operations
(addition, subtraction, multiplication, division) at a speed that sometimes
exceeds the speed of someone using a calculator, even if the numbers are
large, as well as the ability to assemble parts of picture puzzles, even if their
degree of difficulty is great. The autistic child can even assemble these puzzles
upside down. The reasons behind these talents and superior abilities in
autistic children are not yet known, and intensive training may be one of those
reasons; However, some children show these abilities at an early age and
without intensive training, and there is a belief that there is an unusual
organizational pattern in the brain processes of autistic people. Here we
recommend that parents who notice a certain talent in their autistic child
develop it and encourage the child to develop it, and meet their educational
and social needs.
Keywords: Educational needs, social needs - Gifted people - Autism
spectrum disorder. i
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