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Abstract:

Al-Hijr, known as Mada'in Salih, is one of the most
important archaeological and historical sites in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia and the Arabian Peninsula. Located in the Al-Ula
region, part of the Madinah Province, it was the first Saudi site to
be inscribed on UNESCO’s World Heritage List in 2008. The
most prominent ruins of Al-Hijr date back to the Nabatean
civilization (1st century BCE — 1st century CE), who established
it as a major trade hub along the Incense Route, linking southern
Arabia with the Levant. Mada'in Salih is renowned for its
meticulously carved rock-cut tombs, featuring grand
architectural facades and distinctive Nabatean decorations.
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Additionally, the area includes remnants of temples, water
channels, and ancient inscriptions reflecting the evolution of art
and languages, such as Nabataean, Lihyanite, and Thamudic.
The site also holds significance in Islamic history, as Al-Hijr is
mentioned in the Holy Quran in the context of the story of
Thamud and the Prophet Saleh (peace be upon him). In modern
times, the site has witnessed extensive efforts for its preservation
and development as a cultural tourism destination, overseen by
the Royal Commission for Al-Ula. Al-Hijr attracts historians and
archaeologists, serving as a model of interaction among ancient
civilizations in the Arabian Peninsula. This research highlights
the historical and archaeological significance of Mada'in Salih,
its role as a crossroads of regional civilizations, and
contemporary efforts in its documentation and conservation.
Keywords: Al-Hijr, Mada'in Salih, Nabateans, Al-Ula, World
Heritage, Rock Inscriptions.
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