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Narrative Collage in the Autobiography (At the Café of Life) by
Samir Sarhan
Mona Nabil Mahmoud Shukr
Department of Literature and Criticism - Faculty of Islamic and
Arabic Studies for Girls in Alexandria - Branch of Al-Azhar
University.
Email: saramohamed405020088@gmail.com
Abstract
This study dealt with a literary autobiography of a special nature, which
its author, the writer, critic and translator Dr. Samir Sarhan, included
multiple literary colors.
| explained the extent of the author's intention in mixing the techniques of
literary forms, and whether this mixing and overlapping carries a belief
on the part of the author in the theory of the absence of dividing
boundaries between literary genres, and how he was able to achieve the
connection between these literary genres to form a unique autobiography
in its style, purpose and reader reception of it, as well as showing the
artistic constants of the literary autobiography and the points of contact
between it and the artistic techniques of other literary genres mixed
with it. The study consisted of an introduction, a preface, five chapters, a
conclusion, and two lists. In the introduction, | mentioned the research
topic, its importance, its problem, its method, its plan, and the preface: |
titled it (Constructing the Autobiographical Narrative Text and the
Intermingling of Forms), in which | discussed the meaning of
autobiography as an independent art with its own style and narrative
techniques that combine natural and artificial narration, and the dividing
lines between them. Then | classified the autobiography of the writer
Samir Sarhan in terms of the narrated content and artistic form,
explaining the idea of the narrative collage that the writer relied on, and
how he employed it to construct an autobiographical structure that
reflects a special meaning of his own; Literature is the focus of his life
through presenting his human and literary experience. The first section
dealt with the constants of autobiographical narration and its
connotations, which are the autobiographical charter, the motivation for
writing, and the ego conscience. The second section was devoted to the
novel of autobiographical narration, and included the difference between
the novel and the autobiography, and the manifestations of the novel in
autobiographical narration. The third section was devoted to the essay of
autobiographical narration, and included the article of the other
biography, the social article, and the critical article. The fourth section
came to clarify the poetics of autobiographical narration, and included the
artistic depiction of the narrative scene, including poetic passages. As for
the fifth section, it dealt with visual narration in the autobiographical text,
and included the types of illustrations that were employed to serve the
literary text and their connotations. Then came the conclusion; to reveal
the most important results that | reached, and the most important
recommendations, and it was followed by two registers: one for the
sources of the research and its references, and the other for the content.
Keywords: Collage, Narrative, Biography, Autobiography, Café, Life,
Samir, Sarhan.
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