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ABSTRACT

The research highlights that tourism development activities in Egypt's coastal mountain areas
represent only 10% of their total area. This study aims to promote tourism in these coastal mountainous
regions, which are rich in natural resources and tourism potential but often suffer from marginalization
and poor utilization. The selection of suitable tourism sites is critical for designing mountain tourism
activities due to their strong connection with the mountainous environment and its characteristics, which
significantly impact activity types. Therefore, the study explores this issue in detail to support the
establishment of mountain tourism activities in the coastal hinterlands, complementing other tourism
types. Different methodologies, procedures, and tools for selecting mountain tourism sites have been
examined. However, it was found that site-based activity distribution offers the most effective approach,
maximizing the use of local resources and enhancing tourism development success. The research
addresses key concepts of mountain tourism, coastal hinterlands, and the proposed methodology for
selecting tourism sites. It compares mountain tourism activities in Egypt, Greece, Italy, Turkey, and the
UAE, countries known for their interest in mountain tourism. Additionally, the study evaluates the
compliance of these countries' existing tourism activities with general site selection principles for
mountain tourism. The findings aim to provide practical recommendations based on successful practices
from these international experiences.
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