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ABSTRACT

Egypt aims tackling urban issues through successive urban policies in framework of legislation,
formulation of urban development policies and plans for existing and new built-up areas, and institutions
concerned with implementation and urban governance. Nevertheless, many intermediate urban areas
have emerged with (various location, pattern and characteristics) suffer of lack urban development plans
and programs which led to aggravation of related issues such as urban sprawl and waste of economic
resources, as a result of irrational exploitation of those areas, The phenomenon of urban cohesion is
increasing, so that 22- 30% of the added built-up areas over the last 15 years located outside adopted
urban boundaries, In absence of effective role of decision makers in governance, the situation in most
intermediate urban areas reflects several important issues, as weak governance system, which requires
taking these areas into concern and developing mechanisms to deal with them and controlling urban
growth processes in context of controls and requirements of achieving development. Therefore, research
aims to highlight intermediate urban areas issue and development role of decision-making and
governance. Research overviews the issue axes by adopting descriptive and analytical methods,
presenting theoretical frameworks of definition, classification and related urgent issues. Then reviewing
global and local experiences of urban development policies and plans to deal with them, then analyzing
challenges and potential opportunities to develop selected case in light of current policies. Finally,
conducting proactive measures needed to promote development, governance and future inclusion of
intermediate areas in plans and policies to ensure their sustainability.

KEYWORDS

Intermediate Areas — Decision Making — Urban Governance — Urban Development Policies — Green
Belt Area
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