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Argumentation of the mental disorder pretender, Fools, and
Simpletons: A Pragmatic Approach

Abstract

This research explores the argumentation and pragmatic
dimensions in the discourses of the mental disorder pretender by focusing
on the binary opposition between madness and reason. It attempts to
address the following questions:

1-What is the relationship between fools, madmen, and pragmatics
and argumentation? 2-What is meant by madness? 3-What is the
intentionality behind madness and folly in classical writings? 4- Is
madness, in some cases, intentional or pathological? 5-What are the
objectives of fools and madmen in claiming madness and folly?

Perhaps the most critical question is: How can fools and madmen
have pragmatic and argumentation discourse, despite madness being the
opposite of reason or the absence of creativity?

The research employs a descriptive-analytical method by selecting
and analysing some dialogic accounts of fools, madmen, and simpletons
from classical books to uncover the argumentation and pragmatic
dimensions embedded in their discourses. The findings of the research
reveal the presence of argumentation and pragmatic dimensions in the
discourses of the mental disorder pretender, who utilized madness and
folly as tools to achieve various objectives. These objectives include
avoiding sectarian conflicts between Sunnis and Shiites during the
Umayyad and Abbasid eras, escaping persecution and oppression amid
political instability, acquiring wealth, or securing political and religious
freedom by criticizing political and social issues without facing
punishment under the guise of madness.

The argumentation mechanisms in the discourses of the mental
disorder pretender varied, including logical reasoning, fallacious
arguments, witty comebacks, and hierarchical argumentation.
Additionally, the stylistic and structural clues in their discourses
contributed to revealing the performative and pragmatic force of these
discourses.

Keywords: The mental disorder pretender, Argumentation of the mental
disorder pretender, Argumentative scale, Discourse Pragmatics,
Dimensions of Pragmatics and argumentation, Linguistics.
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