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The Night of Qadr in Turkish Literature
Selections from Divan Poetry and Tanzimat Poetry

Abstract

The month of Ramadan, in general, and the Night of Qadr, in
particular, hold great significance for all Muslims. This blessed
month is distinguished above all other months, and within it lies a
night better than a thousand months: the Night of Qadr, during
which the Qur’an was revealed to our Prophet (peace be upon him).
Due to the importance of Ramadan and the Night of Qadr for
Muslims, this significance has been reflected in Islamic literature,
including Turkish literature. Poets composed special poems
dedicated to Ramadan, known as Ramadaniyya, in which they
highlighted the virtues and sanctity of this holy month. These poems
often included specific verses about the Night of Qadr. The use of
the Night of Qadr in Turkish poetry served to emphasize its virtues
and sacredness, to offer prayers for others to witness this night and
achieve both worldly and eternal happiness, or to compare the
beloved to the Night of Qadr, drawing a parallel between the
difficulty of uniting with the beloved and the rarity of experiencing
the Night of Qadr. In this study, | have explored selections from the
divan poetry and Tanzimat period poetry that address the Night of
Qadr.

Keywords: The month of Ramadan, the Night of Qadr, Divan
literature, Tanzimat poetry.
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