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Functional communication skills and their relationship
to bullying problems in children with inclusion autism
spectrum disorder

Dr. Mahmoud Mohamed SabryA. Alsalam

Abstract:

It is believed that the level of exposure of children with autism
spectrum disorder to bullying problems is affected by the extent of
their functional communication skills deficits. However, the impact of
these skills deficits on the exposure of these children to bullying
problems is not yet known. Therefore, the research aimed to determine
the relationship between functional communication skills deficits (joint
attention - imitation - initiative - request - discrimination) and the
exposure of children with autism spectrum disorder to bullying
problems (psychological problems - social problems - physical
problems - academic problems). The research sample consisted of (50)
children with mild autism spectrum disorder who were enrolled in
integration schools. The descriptive approach, the functional
communication scale, and the bullying problems scale were used. The
results indicated a low level of functional communication in children
with autism spectrum disorders, an inverse correlation between the low
level of functional communication skills and the high extent of their
exposure to bullying problems, and the predictive ability of functional
communication dimensions in predicting bullying problems.
Keywords: Autism spectrum disorder - functional communication -
bullying problems.
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