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The Role of Usul al-Figh Principles in Combating

Illiteracy: An Applied Jurisprudential Study
Basmah Basyouni Ibrahim Abu Ata,

Department of Usul al-Figh, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic
Studies for Girls, Kafr EI-Sheikh, Al-Azhar University,
Egypt.

Email: BasmaBasuony@azhar.edu.eq

Abstract:

Since fundamental legal principles are not rigid theories but
rather align with the developments and changes of the times,
| sought to apply them to an issue of public concern—namely,
the eradication of illiteracy. This application is based on four
fundamental principles:The principle that whatever is
necessary to fulfill an obligation becomes obligatory itself «
The principle that a curse implies prohibition<The principle
that an absolute command denotes obligation <The principle
that preserving the intellect is a legitimate objective<Through
a jurisprudential and applied study, these principles resulted
in ten legal branches, all related to eradicating illiteracy,
highlighting the Islamic law’s strong emphasis on spreading

and teaching knowledge. It becomes evident that Islam has
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not adopted a single approach to combating illiteracy but has
employed various means to achieve this goal.

At times, it encourages the pursuit of knowledge and clarifies
its virtue and importance; at other times, it calls for its
dissemination and prohibits its concealment. It also urges the
learning of the Quran and religious duties, emphasizes the
virtue of enjoining good and forbidding evil, promotes
reflection and contemplation, and highlights the esteemed
status of scholars. These and other approaches confirm and
reinforce the fact that Islam was a forerunner in advocating
for knowledge, emphasizing its significance in all aspects of
life, and promoting literacy.

Key words: Role - Principles - Usul al-Figh - Literacy -
Applied.
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