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Abstract:

Social media has become an essential means of informing
people about daily news and spreading various cultures,
whether religious, economic, social, political, or others. It is
no exaggeration to say that the growing number of social
media followers and users has led to a severe crisis that
requires a set of measures, regulations, and legislations to
control and contain it. This is especially necessary to curb the
crisis of rumor circulation on personal pages via social
media, which serve as a space for expressing personal
opinions and political orientations. These pages bring about
legal challenges due to their lack of a strict legal framework
governing their use and the content published on them, which
often includes lies and rumors, either intentionally or due to
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negligence and uncertainty about the shared content. The
difficulty of legal oversight on social media, as the most
modern means of knowledge, media, and news tracking, adds
further complexity, particularly with  technological
advancements in internet applications and the involvement of
multiple intermediaries in communication processes. This has
led to several legal issues accompanying this new mode of
information dissemination, primarily due to the absence of a
legal framework governing social media users—whether on
Facebook or other platforms that facilitate the transmission
of information and the circulation of social, economic,
political, and religious news. These platforms may spread
rumors that cause harm to others and negatively impact
sustainable development plans in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia.

Key words: Harm - Propagation - Rumors - Social - Media -
Society.
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