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Legal and Sharia Protection of the Fetus in the Saudi

System: A Comparative Study
Ahmed Hussein Al-Khalaf, Mostafa Rateb Hassan,
Department of Systems, Unaizah Private College for
Humanities and Administrative Studies, Al-Qassim,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Email: ahmadhosin739@agmail.com

Email: mostafa.rateb202@agmail.com
Abstract:

In dedication to protecting fetal rights, both Islamic Sharia
and statutory laws have sought to establish regulations that
govern and safeguard the fetus's existence and rights. Legal
provisions address the status of a fetus even before birth,
recognizing a conditional legal personality that depends on
birth. Since a fetus lacks full legal capacity, it cannot bear
obligations. However, its legal personality becomes certain
upon birth and continued survival, even for a short period.
The fetus is considered a legal person with rights recognized
both religiously and legally, such as inheritance, wills, and

other protections. The legal nature of the fetus is essential in
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determining its legal status and the validity of actions
concerning it. This study discusses the legal and Sharia
protection of fetal rights through an introductory section and
two chapters. The introductory section explores the definition
and developmental stages of the fetus in the mother's womb.
The first chapter examines the legal personality and human
life of the fetus, as well as the legal and Sharia determination
of the beginning and end of pregnancy. The second chapter
discusses the protection of fetal rights in both Islamic
jurisprudence and statutory law, covering the fetus's life
inside and outside the womb. The study follows a descriptive
and comparative methodology between Sharia and statutory
law. The vresearch concludes with findings and
recommendations.

Key words: Fetus - Protection - Sharia - Legal - System -
Saudi.
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