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Coercion: A Fundamental and Applied Study
Nadia Mahmoud Selim Sediq,

Department of Fundamentals of Jurisprudence, Faculty of
Islamic and Arabic Studies for Women, Sohag, Al-Azhar
University, Egypt.

Department of Sharia, Faculty of Sharia and Law, Al-Jouf
University, Saudi Arabia.

Email: Nadia.79@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

Islamic Sharia guarantees the freedom of choice for
individuals in their words and actions, making consent a
foundation for their transactions—no coercion or
compulsion. A deep examination of Islamic principles reveals
great concern for human dignity and preservation of life.
This is evident in the exemption from or modification of
certain obligations in cases of coercion or harm, as well as the
permissibility of certain prohibitions under duress. This
research aims to study coercion from a fundamental and
applied perspective, covering its definition, related terms,

elements, conditions, classifications, ruling, and its impact on
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verbal and physical transactions. It also presents practical
jurisprudential cases related to coercion, including coercion
in: Pronouncing words of disbelief. Breaking fast, eating,
drinking, or sexual intercourse. Paying zakat. Buying and
selling. Marriage, divorce, and annulment. Oaths,
acknowledgment, and even committing murder. The research
concludes with significant findings, primarily that coercion
involves forcing someone into an act they refuse through a
credible threat, making them act involuntarily. Scholars
unanimously agree that one coerced into disbelief while their
heart remains firm in faith is not held accountable before
God.

Key words: Coercion - Compulsion - Study - Fundamental -
Applied.
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