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Abstract
Polyphonic Choral Treatment of Some of Fouad Abdel Majeed’s
Muwashahat
Muwashahat is one of the distinguished song forms in the Arab musical heritage,

embodying a rich and diverse musical legacy. Among the prominent musicians and
composers in this field is Fouad Abdel Majeed, whose muwashahat were presented in the
1980s in instrumental arrangements. This characteristic style of presentation, along with

.their contemporary melodic and magamat structuring of that period, stands out

The research problem lies in the fact that Fouad Abdel Majeed’s muwashahat were
arranged relying solely on musical instruments without assigning any roles to human voices.
Therefore, in this study, the researcher aims to offer an innovative artistic vision by treating
the basic melodies of some of these muwashahat through polyphonic choral arrangements.
This approach seeks to highlight the beauty of their melodies, rhythmic modes, and Arabic
beats, adding new dimensions to these traditional works. The muwashahat were
reintroduced into the Egyptian music scene in the 198(0s, achieving remarkable artistic
success across the Arab world during that period.

This research aims to provide a new artistic perspective by utilizing the basic
melodies of these muwashahat in their unique musical compositions, adapting them to suit
the spirit of the modern era, and presenting them in a novel way. The study proposes a
new choral vision that aligns with the nature of these melodies while preserving their Arabic
identity. The choral format enhances the spread of these muwashahat within and beyond
the Arab region. The significance of this research lies in its contribution to the broader
dissemination of Arabic music forms—especially muwashahat-both locally and globally, due
to their beautiful melodies and reliance on unique Arabic magamat and rhythmic patterns.

The research methodology involves a comprehensive study and musical analysis of

a selected group of Fouad Abdel Majeed’s muwashahat. Each piece is analysed melodically
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and rhythmically before presenting an artistic vision for distributing the basic melody across
different human voices, adding new melodic dimensions and lines without compromising the
essence of the original muwashah. This is done while maintaining a balance between the
voices and ensuring the poetic text aligns with the new vocal arrangement.

The research results highlight the choral form of the muwashahat, shedding light on
the new possibilities that choral performance can bring to these works. The researcher
recommends applying this artistic vision in the practical performance of muwashahat in
general to promote the sustainability and development of Arab musical heritage and applying
this approach to various Eastern musical forms to increase their reach and emphasize the
beauty of their melodies.

Keywords: Muwashahat — Fuad Abdul-Majid — Cultural Exchange — Choir.
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