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Imprisonment and Exile Punishments in the Umayyad
Era (41-132 AH/662-750 AD)

Eman bint Abdullah bin Muhammad Al-Jalal
Department of History and Archaeology, College of
Humanities, King Khalid University, Abha, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia.
Email: eman.algalal@hotmail.com
Abstract:
This study examines the practices of imprisonment and exile
as punitive measures during the Umayyad Caliphate,
spanning from the reign of Muawiyah ibn Abi Sufyan in 41
AH to the death of Marwan ibn Muhammad in 132 AH.
These punitive measures were employed to maintain
political and social stability. The study begins by defining
imprisonment and exile in Arabic and providing Quranic
examples. It then briefly explores these practices prior to the
Umayyad era before delving into their application during
the Umayyad Caliphate,The primary motivations behind
these punishments, such as ensuring security and justice, are
examined. However, the study also identifies instances
where other factors influenced the imposition of these
penalties. Furthermore, the research discusses the most
prominent prisons of the Umayyad era, evaluating the
accuracy of historical accounts related to these prisons and
the conditions of inmates. It also explores methods
employed by prisoners to evade their punishments and the
most common places of exile. Finally, the study concludes
by examining the broader implications of these practices.

Keywords: Punishment, Imprisonment, Exile, Umayyad
Era, Prisoners.
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