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(Tawert Scenes on Magic Knives)

Abstract:

Taweret was a major figure in the religious
life of ancient Egyptian families, and her
images appear on a variety of artifacts,
Pregnant and nursing women also used
Taweret amulets to protect themselves and
their children from evil spirits.

Taweret is a very prominent goddess, and her
appearance is quite different from the slender
and beautiful female deities of ancient Egypt,
the head and body of Taweret resemble a
hippopotamus, and what makes her even more
striking is that she is not just a hippopotamus,
but a pregnant hippopotamus.
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Most Taweret rituals were performed in
household shrines, rather than in large state-
run temples. Images of Taweret appear on the
exterior of Ptolemaic temples to ward off evil,
the cult of Taweret also spread beyond Egypt,
with Taweret appearing on the island of Crete
and at the sites of Kerma and Merzi in Nubia.
The guardian deities also adorn the Taweret
with magical knives, and in many scenes the
deities carry knives to fight evil forces, and
the hippopotamus goddess appears in about
75% of known examples.
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