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Research Summary

" Mark O'Connor's New American School of Strings in the 21
Century "

Born in 1961 in Seattle, Washington, Mark O'Connor is considered one of the most
talented, creative, and innovative figures working in the field of music in our time through
his wonderful violin playing and creative production, he has made significant
contributions to the development of musical styles with strong American roots from
bluegrass, Texas fiddling, hot swing, and jazz, to symphonies and violin concertos -

The beginning of his creative journey came as a product of the rich aural folk
traditions in America in addition to classical music, which grew at the hands of a pair of
music giants, the first is the folk fiddler Benny Thomasson (1909-1984), the creator of
American violin playing in the modern era of the forties of the twentieth century, and
the second is the French jazz also player Stephane Grappelli (1908-1997). who is
considered one of the greatest improvisers in the history of violin @.

O'Connor worked with the brightest classical violinists such as Isaac Stern (1920-
2001), Iltzhak Perlman (1945), and Yehudi Menhuin (1916-1999). He absorbed
knowledge and was influenced by many of the musical styles and genres he studied and
participated in. He has melded and shaped these influences into new American classical
music, and a vision of an entirely American school of string playing ©.

The O'Connor Violin Method is a series of 10 books designed to gradually guide
students to develop the pedagogical and musical techniques necessary to become skilled
and integrated musicians through a succession of carefully planned pieces that include
musical literature representing all America and many musical styles- classical, popular,
Latin, jazz, rock, ragtime, etc. to help create a future classical violinist, folk fiddler, jazz
musician- or all three! His method is unique because the solo repertoire corresponds with
the O'Connor’s string orchestral books, helping students explore more of the harmony,
melody, rhythm, and cultural diversity of many eras on the pieces students learn in their
solo lessons ®).

! Tony Scherman, “Fiddling While the Old Barriers Burn,” The New York Times, April 2,2000 ,
http://www.nytimes.com/2000/04/02/arts/music—fiddling-while—the—old—barriersburn.html

2 Mark O’Connor, “O’Connor Violin Method”, A New American School of string playing, The New York,
2009
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The research is divided two parts:

The theoretical framework: O'Connor’s life, most important works, and his method.
Applied Framework: Analysis of the pieces of the research sample in the first book of
the Violin Instrument at O'Connor, and concludes the research with the results,
recommendations, list of references and abstract of the research.

Keywords: Method, O'Connor, Violin, 21 century
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