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Abstract:

This study aims to explore the role of community arts in shaping public policies in
Johannesburg, South Africa, through an in-depth field study based on applied anthropological
methodology. The study is grounded in a set of theoretical frameworks and conceptual
approaches, including Role Theory, Practice Framework derived from Pierre Bourdieu's
work, and John Kingdon's Policy Analysis Framework. The field study was conducted using
tools such as in-depth interviews and document analysis, with a focus on three community
arts projects: protest murals, interactive theater, and short documentary films.

The study revealed that community arts play a pivotal role in redefining the social roles of
artists and communities, where artists become mediators between society and the
government, while community members become political actors. Additionally, the arts serve
as a tool for social mobilization, used to convey political messages and garner support.
Furthermore, they contribute to reshaping public discourse and providing a platform for
dialogue between citizens and policymakers, thereby opening a "policy window" for social
issues to reach the political agenda.

Despite the significant potential of community arts, the study identified several challenges,
including funding shortages, resistance from formal institutions, and difficulties in measuring
their direct impact on public policies. Based on these findings, the study offers a set of
recommendations, such as increasing funding for artistic projects, fostering collaboration
between artists and formal institutions, and developing mechanisms to assess the impact of
community arts.

The study affirms that community arts can serve as a strategic tool for promoting social
justice and political participation in Johannesburg, making it a model for social and political
transformation in Africa.
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