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Banu Al-Jai'an professions in Egypt and the Levant during Mamluk

Sultans’ Era
From 735 AH to 930 AH = 1334 AD to 1524 AD
Amal Abdel-Aty El-Sayed Abdel-Aal.
Department of Islamic History, Faculty of Arts, Tanta University, Egypt.
E-mail: Amalabdelaty@gmail.com.

The family of Banu Al-Jai'an rose to fame due to the elite jobs they got
at the end of the first Mamluk era until the end of Mamluk state and the advent

of the Ottomans to Egypt.

The fame and mention in historical sources began from the appearance
of father Shaker bin Majid who assumed the position of the clerk of the stable

during Al-Nasir Muhammad bin Qalawun period.

This large family assumed prestigious positions in the Mamluk sultanate
such as the position of secretary, overseer of the treasury, managing the
schools, hospitals, army office, and the royal endowments at times. These

positions helped most of them to be in direct touch with the Mamluk sultans.

The family became bigger where each house inherited one of these jobs
generation after generation. They also gained a great position in society

assuming the royal court, civil, military, and sometimes religious jobs.

key words:

Ibn Al-Jai'an, the clerk of the stable — The civil, religious and military jobs of
Banu al-Jai’an — The relationship between Banu Al-Ja'an and Mamluk sultans

— inheriting Banu Al-Ji'an of the professions.
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