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Abstract

Sasanian literature is rich with valuable texts covering a wide range of
topics, most of which were religious. However, literary works also flourished
during this period. Among the most prominent literary genres of that era
were books of wisdom and admonitions. Some of these religious and literary
texts were translated from Middle Persian into Persian and Arabic during the
early Islamic period.

Admonitions (or ethical counsel) represent a significant genre of prose
literature, offering insights into the mentality, thoughts, and concerns of the
society. They also shed light on the political, social, and religious conditions
of the time.

The tradition of admonitory literature emerged in ancient civilizations to
provide moral, religious, and social guidance, often directed at individuals or
rulers to steer them toward righteous conduct. This genre reflects the spiritual
and intellectual values of the society to which it belongs and typically carries
an educational and philosophical tone.
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Admonitions generally share common features, often taking the form of
direct discourse from a wise figure—such as a father, teacher, or deity—to a
recipient. The content frequently addresses specific themes, including moral
values like honesty, justice, and trustworthiness; religious principles such as
obedience to God, piety, and proper worship; as well as practical advice on
daily conduct. This literary form aims to reinforce religious and social values
and to transmit wisdom across generations.

In the Sasanian era, admonitory literature flourished, heavily influenced
by Zoroastrian teachings, which emphasized moral and religious virtues as
the core of the texts. Zoroastrian admonitions were characterized by their
religious nature, intertwining individual ethics with spiritual doctrines.

Zoroastrian literature focused on the eternal struggle between good and
evil. This genre played a crucial role in shaping the cultural values of
Sasanian society and continued to influence Persian literature, particularly
Islamic ethical and educational texts.

One of the most significant works from the Sasanian period is "Menog-i
Khrad" (The Spirit of Wisdom). The book has been translated multiple times
from Middle Persian. This study relies on the most renowned translation by
Dr. Ahmad Tafazzoli, published by the Iran Culture Foundation in 1966. The
research will examine the book, focusing on the admonitions and wisdom
contained within, utilizing the framework of cultural criticism.
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