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Adel Abdulla Mohammed Classification and Diagnostic Model of
Autism Spectrum Disorder: Concept, Diagnosis and Assessment

By
Prof. Dr. Adel Abdulla Mohammed
Professor Emeritus of Autism
Ex- dean& Founder, Faculty of Disability
Sciences& Rehabilitation, Zagazig University

Abstract

There has been a great debate about autism spectrum disorders ASDs
since they were first appeared in diagnostic manuals. DSM-V has
fused all ASDs into just one arbitrary disorder named ASD without a
theoretical framework as if all of them were the same and not distinct.
They disappeared from the manual despite their distinct presence and
entities in reality. This fusion process caused the destruction of
spectrum concept. Asperger was deliberately fused with them by force,
and DSM- IV autism diagnostic criteria were reformulated in a very
complex way to diagnose ASD as the product of the fusion process
leading to many problems in diagnosis, assessment and intervention.
The study aimed to identify the ASDs fusion process, diagnostic and
assessment mistakes raised by DSM- V, and solving such rating,
assessment and diagnostic problems through the present model. The
author analyzed and conducted critiques of ASD in DSM- V and rating
scales used to achieve the same goal for about eight years. He also
developed Low- Functioning Autism Rating Scale (LARS), and
Asperger Rating Scale (AspRS). Factor analysis results revealed the
presence of definite diagnostic criteria for both disorders in line with
DSM- IV and DSM- IV- TR. It was concluded that the present model
is an excellent tool to use so as to diagnose high and low- functioning
autism spectrum disorder, it helped to solve many problems raised in
such arena and the normative scales developed could be used to rate
these disorders.

Keywords; ASD, diagnostic manual, Adel Abdulla Mohammed
model.
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