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Governmentality: Knowledge and Forms of Guidance

Mahmoud Abd-Allah

This article seeks to shed light on Nikolas Rose’s contribution to the analysis of the concept
of governmentality, particularly in relation to the role of social and natural sciences-
exemplified by psychology, genetics, and biology. The origins of this concept trace back to
Michel Foucault, who elaborated its contours in his posthumously published lectures. Rose’s
perspective, evident across much of his work, posits that governmentality and control, in
their liberal forms- whether social liberalism or neoliberalism- are expanding in ways that
emphasize freedom rather than coercion. This view has been subject to critique in the
literature, as well as in the present article.

Keywords: Governmentality- Techniques- Psychology- Social Science- Social Liberalism-
Neo- Liberalism
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