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Abstract

Logical positivism flourished from the late 1920s.

It sought to be the holder of contemporary scientific philosophy
at that time. Although logical positivists differ in opinions, it is
fair to attribute to them a common trait, the aversion of
metaphysics. Logical positivism has stimulated the enthusiasm of
many first-class philosophers.

Many logical positivists adopted an ambitious project to filter
out language ambiguity, seeking to use a more accurate language,
which they called ideal language.

Wittgenstein stressed that the traditional philosophical problems
were nothing but linguistic problems.

Logical positivism emphasizes that there is nothing that can be
called “contemplative philosophy”, as the goal of philosophy is to
elucidate the propositions and sentences of science through logical
analysis.

Logical positivism rejects also metaphysics as a branch of
philosophy, because there is no means to verify its propositions
through sense experience, thus it is meaningless.

In the following, we shall trace the general historical
background against which logical positivism moved. We shall
then describe Ayer’s approach in developing his principle of
verifications through the various formulations he adopted to
achieve scientific accuracy, in addition to giving concrete
examples of applying verification in metaphysics, ethics,
aesthetic, and theology. At the end, this paper concludes that the
logical positivism didn’t succeed in eliminating metaphysics
through the verification principle.

Key Words:

Logical positivism, Verification, scientific philosophy,

metaphysics
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