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The Role of Iraqi Interactive Television Programs in
Enhancing Political Awareness Among Iraqi Youth: A Field
Study

Ali Suleiman Musleh Al-Dulaimi
Dr. Aida Ibrahim Al-Sakhawy
Dr. Iman Helmy

Abstract

The study aims to explore the technological richness of interactive
television programs by examining the diversity of their interactive tools and
how Iraqi youth engage with them. It also investigates the long-term impact
of these programs on shaping youth attitudes toward political issues by
presenting various perspectives and supporting evidence. The study is based
on the Media Richness Theory and Cultivation Theory, with a sample of 400
Iragi youth surveyed. The findings reveal significant audience interaction
with interactive television programs, as the program "Raa'y Al-Aghlabiyya”
(Majority Opinion) achieved a higher viewership rate compared to "Ala Al-
Makshouf" (Uncovered), indicating varying levels of interest in political
issues. Results showed a preference for direct engagement with political
content through various formats such as video reports and live discussions,
highlighting a genuine interest in national issues. The study also found that
programs focusing on political and social topics attract more viewership
than those centered on entertainment, with a growing interest in issues
directly affecting citizens' lives. Interactive programs were shown to
contribute to varying degrees of political awareness among Iraqi audiences,
playing a role in shaping political attitudes and enhancing community
participation. However, they require further content development and
objectivity to reduce bias and encourage consistent viewership.
Additionally, a correlation was identified between the frequency of exposure
to these programs and the audience's evaluation of political content,
indicating a limited influence of these programs on viewers' political
opinions, despite general trust in them as a reliable media source.

Keywords: Interactive Programs — Political Awareness — Media
Richness — Cultivation Theory
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