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The Arab audience's perception of the impact of new
atheism content through social networking sites on
the self and others:

“A study within the framework of the Third-Person
Effect Theory”

Dr. Eman Saber Sadek Shaheen
Dr. Mohamed Fouad Mohamed El Dahrawy

Abstract:

The study aimed to find out Arab audience's perception
of the impact of new atheistic contents on social networking sites
on themselves and others, and explaining the relationship
between the perception that others are influenced by atheistic
content and support for imposing censorship on social networking
sites, by testing the hypotheses of the third-person Effect theory. It
was applied to a quota sample of (600) respondents from social
media users (400 respondents from Egypt and 200 respondents
from Saudi Arabia), during the time period from 11/18/2024 to
12/31/2024.

It reached several results, the most important of which is: Tik
Tok came at the forefront of social media that spread atheistic
content, followed by YouTube, then Facebook. Questioning Islam
and accusing it of terrorism and violence came at the forefront of
the most widespread atheistic content on social media.

The study concluded that (76.33%) believe that atheistic
content on social networking sites is very dangerous for Arab
society. Children were at the forefront of the groups most affected
by atheistic contents, followed by the illiterate, then the less
educated, then teenagers. The hypothesis that there are
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statistically significant differences between the level of the
sample’s perception of their impact by atheistic content on social
media was proven correct, compared to their level of perception of
its impact on others. It is the cognitive hypothesis of the theory of
third person affect. The hypothesis that there is a correlation
between the extent of the cognitive gap and the degree of
audience support for imposing censorship on social media
(behavioral hypothesis) has also been proven to be correct.

Keywords: New atheism, Perception of the Arab audience, Self,
Others, Third-Person Effect, social networking sites
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