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Oath-taking and Its Motives in Ancient Iraq until
the end of the Neo- Assyrian era (612 B.C.)
Ibrahim Mohamed Ahmed Omar

Department of History and Civilization, Faculty of Arabic Language in Cairo,
Al Azhar University, Egypt

Email: ibrahimomar@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This study aims to highlight the role of oath-taking in Ancient Iraq until the end
of the Neo-Assyrian era through examining its relevant terminologies in the
Sumerian and Akkadian languages and exploring the various forms of oath-
taking mentioned in the Sumro-Akkadian Cuneiform. The study also attempts to
throw light on the motives behind oath-taking. These include political motives
where oath-taking was used in agreements and treaties; economic motives where
it was used to safeguard rights by incorporating it into sale, loan and donation
contracts; social motives where it was used for commitment to agreements and
pacts, particularly with regards to distribution of inheritance, adoption
contracts, marriage and divorce agreements; religious motives where it was used
in prayers and supplications to communicate with gods and it was also used to
make magical spells for treatment of diseases; judiciary and legal motives where
it was used as a judiciary procedure for the settlement of certain cases which
lacked necessary proofs. Oath-taking was also incorporated into the body of
most of the provisions of the Mesopotamian laws which addressed all economic,
social and familial aspects. Perjury was considered a grave crime and sin that
incurs the wrath of gods and warrants severe mundane and religious
punishments as well.

Keywords: Oath-Taking , Swearing , Motives , Perjury , Punishment ,
Witnesses.
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Fleming, D. E., Democracy’s Ancient Ancestors Mari and Early

Collective Governance, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, New

York, 2004, p.319.; Black, J. & Others, The Literature of Ancient
€c€ce
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Sumer, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2004, p. 363.; Mu-chou
Poo., Enemies of Civilization: Attitudes Toward Foreigners in Ancient
Mesopotamia, Egypt, and China, State University of New York, New
York, 2005, p.140.
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Mcintosh, J. R., Ancient Mesopotamia New Perspectives, Oxford, 2005, p.

337.
(2)Krmer, S.N., op.cit., p. 310.

(3)lbid., p. 311.
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(1)Mercer, S. A. B., "The Malediction in Cuneiform Inscriptions™, JAOS,
Vol. 34, (1915), p. 287.

(2)Steible, H. & Behrens, H., "Die altsumerischen Bau- und
Weihinschriften: Teil I, Inschriften aus Lagas", FAOS, Vol. 5, 1,
Weisbaden: Franz Steiner Verlag., (1982), pp. 131-133.; Rodin, Th.,
op. cit., p. 108.

1Bl el

Selz, G. J., Untersuchungen zur Gotterwelt des altsumerischen Stadtstaates
von Lagas, University of Philadelphia Museum, Philadelphia, PA,
1995, p. 253.; Rodin, Th., op. cit., p. 108.
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(1)Mccarthy, D.J., Treaty and Covenant, Roma, 1963, p.16.;

NNA—a cd:.'u/ée)d/‘o&-a gl,'\.u daaa
(2)CAD, Vol. 10, M, part 1, p. 191.
(3)CAD, Vol. 10, M, part 2, p. 114.
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(1) RIME, Vol. 2, pp. 47 - 49, No. 1-97.
(2) RIME, Vol. 2, p. 94, iiv No. 12 - 29.
3) RIME, Vol. 2, p. 94, iiiv No. 1 - 15.
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(1) Krmer, S.N., op.cit., p. 333.

(2)Mcintosh, J. R., op.cit.,, p.338.; Jones, P., "Divine and Non-Divine
Kingship™, in: Snell, D., A companion to the Ancient Near East,United
Kingdom, London, (2005), p.331.
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Harris, R., Ancient Sippar, Istanbul, 1975, pp. 5- 6.
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(1)Nemet-Nejat, K., R., op.cit., p. 237.
(2)Ibid., p. 238.
(3)CAD, Vol. 1, A, part 1, p. 5.
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(1)CAD, Vol. 1, A, part 1, p. 5, p. 99.

(2)CAD, Vol. 1, A, part 1, p. 5.

(3) Williaml, L. Moran, S.J., “Akkadian Letters, Treaties and
Coalitions”, ANET, (1969), p. 628.
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(2)CAD, Vol. 1, A, part 1, p. 72.
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(D)Reiner, E., "Akkadian Treaties from Syria and Assyria', ANET,
(1969), pp. 532- 533.

(2) Oppenheim, A., L., "Babylonian and Assyrian Historical Texts",
ANET, (1969), p. 285.
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(1) Grayson, A. K., op. cit., p. 131.
(98 (o) Ty 9t Aie) (o Al AUl s (B ganyd Al 08 3l ()
t B (g Lad aSall o (ugdY) B lpa o clilly s (dib ) CnSl Lagd liadg
Brinkman, J. A., ""Babylonia in the shadow of Assyria (747-626 B .C.)",
CAH, Vol. 111, part 2, Cambridge University press, (2006), pp. 47-50.;
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Plisas acdf].(7... 2l pilsius) of curds JS ga colialy sa¥yf 2a Urakizbanu
Eally Enlil Sulily AnU o5 o ) JS s dgl¥) 2llg [Ashur sdl
¢ li =9 Marduk eseay Adad 4y Shamash dleldy Sin uw —
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VU placdl) Bl S g oo ) cggpiad gl SSig pdT T JSig d)
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Ay Sy y5d] Saf o By gl Cipn L peidli i 139 Eua sadal
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(1)Grayson, A. K., op. cit., pp. 131-132.
(2)Wiseman, D.J., “The Vassal- Treateis of Esarhaddon”, Irag, Vol. 20,
No. 1, (1958), p.29.;

NYa—a (Jgu/éé)dj/ ‘OIAA gl:u.u daaa

(3)Ibid., pp. 29-30, No. 1.4.
(M) 1bid., pp. 31-32, No. 25-32, 40.
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EGI- L lw — ) Sy Agl¥) Sls o (i gacdy (cindl)) JS (g 00))
(i) (i pamii il £ Y3t (Jta) ESharra jli—w/ 4-¢J] SAR-LIL
()¢ Ladidy () « 5y (5T 5 Lias)agd o8] 4 (o issi Sai ¥ Lin)) o srinig
R
A e gia 4 gan A Cusall gy 98N anlly F)3all palll B (R
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O il At L) aday £ LY da] (e andl) 34 ¢y ganpn) of pall
Ga dd gk ga La JS Jasg dailly s¥slly all e AUS ¢Jlnily gl ellall

-

-(")"(déw'éf Jﬂ’) s Slgty)s {"JS// g.«éi.’v’d/‘é,ﬁ Mulébe/ 13,9

(1) Grayson, A. K., op. cit., pp. 133-134.
(2) bid., pp. 136-138.
(3) CAD, Vol. 21, Z, p. 86, No. 3.
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e Jlaily sl il edlea laal Gyl ) pageall G dla Al
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amidl) 19814 AB5 (Lagasl ) LAY Yy cldllal) ilA A8 L) s A alsa
Golal) psas IS : paa dola oo palll b 3y Eun Uyl o laliadl AN
o8 Cual U LAY e (biflag aly of ) 29aud] 5 30) meidl] g il
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(1) Grayson, A. K., op.cit., pp. 139-144.
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Bagan Saalae dza apl 31 ((SLS) suan dlla sau pgia G aly «Calial
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(agrian G asini ) £ LT atgpianf SliSiy filve lphbs ol Solel) difyf
Lla (= 4;,:.4;.4) A (51sles) Cuticy 5Ll 4iaieg dd Necho 457 cian)
osal sy Las (g L) 5sb leal] 6 59 pal) Alli o) [0S cidipdt Laldiy
ol oY Lgslag dugill Bl LgSlay pan pals 4l gailll e AT gla (B Jlail
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(1) Oppenheim, A, L., op.cit., pp. 294- 295.
(2) Ibid., p. 295.
(3) Ibid., p. 296.




((.p.gw Ykl § guiid] il il (s il 1 il ilgg (il af.\m,a.mLJ

dealil) idas A 1ay5 doa Al dadd] M) adlly dapal) CLBEYL a3
SLAEY)) (5 Y eyl dla Uate gl 1 §udlun Cdajg Jlf e tia
o Al Lil ey dilale i S3Y aly o A dacid] o) acidl (o Lianal)
(0¥ ) (g OS () Jially () ] il iy LY (it
Loally Liagl) aadi e aiialy Jawa (Uls) oo ledicdl (g) b o L2d)
Or Laga

loacddf Gpil) « ygid] cad @ 558 dgla pagual aal b Uiyl 4y9 28y
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(1) Oppenheim, A., L., op.cit., p. 297.

(2) CAD, Vol. 21, Z, p. 20.
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Oshmaiyg padll ) 9Sgils (ran ppu g (ool anadty Aaglil) Gagrdd) (ra S Cal ¥l
JE.“ c-})ﬂg

Layton, S. C.,“Old Aramaic Inscription”, Biblical Archaeologist, Vol. 51,

(1988), pp.172-189.; Mu-chou Poo., op. cit., pp.70- 71.
(4) CAD, Vol. 10, M, part 1, p. 192.
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(1) Moran, W. L., "A Note on the Treaty Terminology of the Sefire
Stelas™, JNES, Vol. 22, No. 3, (1963), p. 174.

(2) CAD, Vol. 10, M, part 1, p. 191.

(3) CAD, Vol. 10, M, part 1, p. 191.

(4) CAD, Vol. 10, M, part 2, p. 205.

(5) CAD, Vol. 10, M, part 1, p. 191.
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(1) CAD, Vol. 10, M, part 1, p. 191.
(2) CAD, Vol. 10, M, part 2, p. 152.
(3) CAD, Vol. 10, M, part 1, p. 191.
(4) CAD, Vol. 10, M, part 2, p. 42.
(5) CAD, Vol. 21, Z, p.94, No. 4, a.
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(1) CAD, Vol. 21, Z, p.98, No. 3.
(2) CAD, Vol. 21, Z, p.19, No. b.
(3) Krmer, S.N., op.cit., p. 335.
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(1)Meek, J., “Mesopotamian Legal Documents”, ANET, (1969), p. 219,
No. 3.
(2) MDA, No. 450.; CDA, p. 397 /b.
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(1) UCP, 10/1, No.11,12.; Kienast, B., Die Altbabylonischen Briefe
und Urkunden aus Kisurra, I, 11, Wiesbaden, 1978, No. 19.
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of The Flood., Oxford, 1969, p. 120.; CAD, Vol. 10, M, part 1, p. 190.
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(2) De Murville, M.N. L. C., op. cit., pp. 58-59.

(3) Gadd, C. J., op. cit., p. 178; 1-14.
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(1) De Murville, M. N. L. C,, op. cit., pp. 70- 72.

(2) Driver, G. R., & Miles, J.C., The Babylonian Laws, Vol.1, Oxford,
1952, pp. 466-4609.

(3) Ibid., pp. 468-469.

(4) Page, S., Old Babylonian Texts from Rimah, (unpublished Ph.D.
Thesis), University of London, 1970, Text 21, 8-10.

(5) Munn-Rankin, J. M., "Diplomacy in Western Asia in the Early
Second Millenium B.C.", Iraq, Vol. 18, (1956), pp. 68-110.

¢ :9—6.@ revo {—«% ¢




(eh\‘e#\),é &I s 5 aY Yo alall oy..U?U@USHMJ

Jadly dlslall (o cldblaal) L) judis LAY ageall) (e g UGN 13 ) sl
= AL A gl Ladailly (GIal) (wad g G cgugih (e lgaalay Ly
dpls Cpadd] ad oAl ki) O G ugilall 03 duadf Silig o gsalll Jia
b Ol o1 dglan 0l (B Las iy () Ss lealf do Lliall 4ty
Mgy padd of qublad Al ol el aliieY) ) Atiud Gl anadl] gl
AT S Aglasl) siligh Gy B Balel ciliall) aafly . cpadly Cuiay f )
Agase (Jugl) ALl) Al el £,50 Ay aagi Cua caliiey) (udi e
g —'Sdyped si- Siptu sied ials \giieus « Ninurtalisis 4y )
Babu-ah-Lui-# - sl — casiall—agsiall uilsl) gan Ay e callad
—had g ey A3 ¢ gang oAy uially andll opus Gy Adliegiddina
Sha g L)1 sl O o pali dua callally Shamash-balatu syl
A il palll saay of ¢ GYL-dad s GgdSl cpdl) (ulil e o
Ly sivis Ninlil fulivis Lol 5L Juad) @ 84 U3 ayg (Lagf—¢1— iy W3A]
NiNUIta- g Gpdli- L3 pied ol L= = by s ¢ NUSKQ Saupi
L b3l 4 abiel) L g Coislly sl L LGN 8 cpadinadin-  Sumi
lglaaiild Lt~ = gl Lglaats cpanlf 18 (i) ailially £ Loy Loty
Qllge A ¢ sSam A el £l oy caliie S mly Gl 12 (L) Sl
blgall oda oy Al Ao Uil ol L) o Jath pud daidg Ay
(A U8 e St

(1)Munn-Rankin, J. M., op. cit., p. 88.
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Nemet-Nejat, K., R., op. cit., pp. 222-223.

(2) Krmer, S.N., The Sumerians , their History, Culture, and Character,
The University of Chicago Press, Chicago& London, 1963, p. 87.
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(1) Krmer, S. N., op. cit., pp. 86-87.
(2) Meek, J., op. cit., pp. 218.
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(1)Finkelstein, J.J, op. cit., p. 542.
(2)Driver G. R. & Miles, J. C., "Ordeal by Oath at Nuzi", Iraq, Vol. 7,

No. 2, (1940), p. 133.
"% ¥EAT j'*‘@i_ v



((.p.gw Ykl § guiid] il il (s il 1 il ilgg (il af.\m,a.mLJ

wde Lo/ — Damul gl toeal cirdilly cdeadl giliag ¢ JSI (s (cuils)
by cdidg — Marcheshwan glsdials sgd JUS i) 4 Lag
s idl 49 Ana-Damu-taklaku eSS gels U7 o/ Damigilishu
&da dg . pdulidan 4e IDKuU- Nisaba blaw — sS4/ o Puzur-Gula s —
sedidibat gy o Jiltawal) 6 AT 5 Adl (o Jisd 10 gpthg SalS des o
cidol (1id) 8 galls qpea of Lullba o] Lalily — adase HLS Lf — 43145
Csr ¥y dawalil) Licdl) gy Uil . pgdil] Laild " ol dbrus)py (il )and] tdg
o Ja Laa el s ) Diva o ol oo oty 7 G it
A

) sl YA Efal) o ol Lliab gan) (a8 andl) 39 B
asal) dayg cda (ra 4 Llay Lag Lgdhhly Aliall Gail) 134 e sy ¢ayadl)
OLS9 (LYY 138 o andil) plaly 1pald Lgdldal ¢y (BLESYYs (Apiall) o2
dlally Marduk Fagmes ¢ Samas blelss —y [pamcdl : gb amudlll 13n
b1 aidl) dipua cuilsy (") Sippar jlsw dies Sinmuballit cullypaiow
al) (S G caghal) ABS & apadl) LY el A §jdiiall dipal) A
e Adpda Laga Y Adpaally ellally 4g1Y) Jady

Balgecal) Alway Lualdl) —uaal) o) 51 puanlly 43, 3all- Laguall) Si3ig

Ay (awcaidosils 5 algy YVl aF 1)y (g oYY sie andl) g ol gy
QY B Alally o asd culS anidl) dipaa o pall) 1A (e ey " llally Ly

(1) Finkelstein, J.J, op. cit., p. 543.
(2) 1bid., pp. 543-544.
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(1) CAD, Vol. 21, Z, p. 20.

(2) Finkelstein, J.J., “Collections of Laws from Mesopotamia and Asia
Minor”, ANET, (1969), p. 525.

(3) Ibid., p. 526.

(4) Finkelstein, J. J., "The Laws of Ur-Nammu**, JCunStud, Vol. 22, No.
3/4, (1968/1969), p. 70.; Finkelstein, J. J.,""Collections of Laws from
Mesopotamia and Asia Minor**, ANET, (1969), p. 525, No. 26.
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(1) Roth , M .T., Law Collections from Mesopotamia and Asia Minor,
Atlanta, 1997, p. 20.

(2) CAD, Vol. 2, B, p. 353.; Goetze, A., "The Laws of Eshnunna’, ANET,
(1969), p. 163, No. 37.

(3) Roth, M .T., op. cit., p. 85.
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Finkelstein, J. J., “Sex Offenses in Sumerian Laws”, JAOS, Vol. 86,
(1966), p. 356.; Lerner, G., The Creation of Patriarchy, Oxford
University Press, Oxford, New York, 1986, p. 117.; Rodin, Th,,

op.cit.,p. 71.; Roth , M .T., op. cit., p. 105.
(3) Roth, M .T., op. cit., p. 106.
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(1) Meek, J., ""The Code of Hammurabi, ANET, (1969), p. 175, No. 206,
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(2) Roth, M .T., op. cit., p. 124.

(3) Meek, J., ""The Middle Assyrian Laws™, ANET, (1969), p.180, No. 5.

(4) 1bid., p.181, No. 22.
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(2)Lambert, W. G., Babylonian Wisdom Literature, Oxford University
press, Oxford, 1960, p. 116, No. 1.; CAD, Vol. 10, M, part 1, p. 190.

(3) Lambert, W. G., op. cit.,, p. 116, No. 2.; CAD, Vol. 10, M, part 1, p.
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(4) CAD, Vol. 10, M, part 1, p. 190.
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(2) CAD, Vol. 10, M, part 1, p. 192.

(3) Lambert, W. G., op.cit., pp. 38-39, No. 22.; CAD, Vol. 21, Z, p. 20.
(4) CAD, Vol. 10, M, part 1, p. 355.

(5) CAD, Vol. 21, Z, p. 20, no. 3.
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