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Meanings of "Inna" between Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani
and al-Nabigha al-Dhubyani

Yassin Attia Gomaa
Department of Rhetoric and Criticism, Faculty of Arabic Language in Cairo, Al-Azhar
University, Egypt.

Email: yaseen. gomaa@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

Before Arabic rhetoric was recorded in books, it was dormant under the tongues of the
eloquent and the articulate. Rhetoricians looked into what was under these tongues
and extracted from it the chapters of the science of rhetoric, its rules and its issues; We
are faced with two types of eloquence: a specific, enclosed eloquence, which is the
eloquence in books, and a rich, expansive eloquence, which is the eloquence under the
tongues. There is no doubt that if rhetorical research proceeds from the eloquence of
books to the eloquence of tongues, it will find hidden and buried truths that will be
added to the lofty structure of eloquence. Hence came the idea of this research, which
examines the words of Sheikh Imam Abdul Qaher Al-Jurjani about the meanings of
“inna” in his book “Dala’il Al-I’jaz,” and takes it to the horizons of the poetry of Al-
Nabigha Al-Dhubyani, one of the four great poets of the pre-Islamic era. He
investigates the locations of “inna” and seeks help from contemplation and
deliberation to extract its meanings, to weigh with them the meanings mentioned by the
Sheikh Imam, seeking the correctness or error of what he reaches with the Sheikh’s
saying: “And what is presented because of this letter of subtleties and hidden matters is
not something that can be understood with ease.” The research was concerned with
investigating “inna” in the books of scholars before Abdul Qahir, and studying the
words of the Sheikh Imam about “inna” in terms of: its location in the chapters of
“Dala’il al-DIjaz,” its features according to him, his sources in studying it, and
detailing his words about its meanings, just as he presented “inna” in the books of
rhetoric after Abdul Qahir, and studied it in the Diwan of al-Nabigha al-Dhubyani in
terms of: its locations, forms, and meanings. What the research has proven is that
Imam Abdul Qaher looked at the words of those who came before him about “inna”
and left much of what they said, and took some of what they said, and created much
other than what they said, and that his taking was not a regression, but rather he used
his mind in it until it transformed in his hands into another creation, and that his
sources in studying “inna” are limited to two matters; which are: quoting from the
words of the ancients and the abundant abundance of high eloquence, and that the
meanings of “inna” in the Diwan of Al-Nabigha Al-Dhubyani include what Abdul
Qaher mentioned, and some of them are new meanings that he left for us to deduce.

Keywords: Inna, Rhetoric, Poetry, Abdul Qaher Al-Jurjani, Al-Nabigha Al-
Dhubyani.
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