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The Humanistic Approach in the Book Al-Imta’ wal-Mu'anasah by
Abu Hayyan al-Tawhidi: An Analytical Study
Alyaa Elsayed Kabbary Hasan
Department of Literature and Criticism at the Faculty of Islamic and
Arab Studies for Girls in Alexandria' - Azhar University - Arab Republic
of Egypt.
Email: alyaakabbary.14@azhar.edu.eq
Abstract:
The humanistic approach is among the most prominent enlightened
intellectual tendencies that have significantly influenced critical and
literary fields. It has garnered extensive attention from Arab writers and
philosophers since ancient times, particularly during the fourth century
AH, This era was marked by cultural openness, diverse civilizational
influences, and a flourishing of various branches of knowledge and
sciences. Accordingly, this study aims to revisit our intellectual heritage
with a contemporary perspective, fostering intellectual depth and
conscious reflection. The objective is to establish a connection between
literary content and the historical context of the period, thereby
uncovering the authenticity and objective maturity of this heritage,
revealing its rich intellectual orientations, and demonstrating the
pioneering achievements of Arab intellect in laying the foundations of a
humanistic approach rooted in elevated Islamic values,This approach
fundamentally differs from the humanism of Western thought, which
emerged primarily for pragmatic purposes aimed at undermining
patriarchal authority and limiting its influence, It is evident that the
manifestations of the humanistic approach in Arab heritage are distinct
from their counterparts in modern Western thought, which developed as
a mature intellectual movement rebelling against the legacies of the
Middle Ages. This divergence is attributable to differences in temporal,
civilizational, and ideological factors between the two cultures.
However, it is undeniable that these pioneering Arab attempts served as
precursors that astonishingly aligned with the general ideas and values
embraced by contemporary humanistic trends and Western schools of
thought. Abu Hayyan al-Tawhidi stands out as one of the leading
figures of his time, distinguished by his innovative and forward-
thinking intellect. His works addressed profound ideas and enduring
human issues that continue to provoke discussion to this day, Therefore,
it has become imperative to undertake a comprehensive and specialized
study of the humanistic approach in the works of this scholar from an
analytical literary perspective. Such a study aims to delineate its
features, elucidate its directions, identify its principles and foundations,
and address the intellectual challenges associated with it, particularly in
his seminal work Al-Imta’ wa al-Mu'anasah.
Keywords: Arab heritage, Humanistic approach, Al-Tawhidi, Al-Imta’
wa al-Mu'anasah”.
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