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The structure of the discourse of masks in the poem of
Al-Hallaj Confides to his disciples by the poet
Mohammed Saeed Shehata

Shaaban Ahmed Bedair
Department of Arabic Language, College of Humanities,
United Arab Emirates University.
Email: dr.sh21bedair@gmail.com
Abstract:
This research analyzes the structure of the "Mask Discourse™ in
the poem collection "Al-Hallaj Confides to His Disciples” by
poet Mohamed Saeed Shehata. The poet invokes the Sufi figure
of Al-Hallaj to address contemporary human and existential
issues <employing the concept of the "mask™ as an artistic device
to conceal his own identity behind a symbolic persona. This
allows him to express his visions with depth and freedom. The
research also highlights the linguistic and symbolic structure of
the poetic texts <which rely on Sufi symbols and evocative
terminology «along with intertextuality from Sufi heritage ¢
particularly the texts and ideas of Al-Hallaj, The study
establishes a connection between the use of the mask in poetry
and its function in theater <where the mask serves as a dramatic
tool enabling actors to embody various roles and characters
without revealing their true selves. This parallels the poet's use
of the mask to articulate intellectual and human dimensions that
transcend his personal experience. Through this technique <the
poetry collection demonstrates how poetry can transcend the
mere invocation of historical figures to become a renewed
human discourse addressing the issues of existence and time
with an innovative artistic vision, The research concludes with
key findings <most notably that the structure of masks embodies
the dialectical relationship between the self (the poet) and the
other (the mask). The mask enabled the poet to indirectly express
his concerns «thus fostering openness to a broad interpretative
horizon.
Keywords: Structure, Discourse, Masks, Al-Hallaj, Sufism,
Mohamed, Shehata.
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