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Western Perspective
Ahmed Abd El, Rahim Ahmed Farraj
Department of Linguistics , Faculty of Arabic Language , Assiut , Al-Azhar
University.

Email: ahmed-farag.47@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

Language is one of the most prominent social manifestations, and it has
psychological, social and economic functions, and is acquired from the society
that surrounds the person. The meaning of language in Arabic has gone
through several stages, in which this meaning has developed starting from its
application to the private language or dialect, then the meaning of the term
language developed at the hands of Ibn Jinni to indicate what is synonymous
with speech, as they are sounds that each people express their purposes with,
then the meaning of this term developed to indicate that language means a
group of words that were put to indicate meanings.

Then the concept of language developed in modern studies to indicate a group of
systems that are linked by internal relationships, and it is - in this case -
something abstract mental, that appears in the world of sense through speech.

A trend has emerged in modern studies that separates language from speech,
clearly, as language is a group of systems that are linked by internal
relationships, and it is something abstract in the minds and intellects, and stored
in the memory of the people of this language, and actually exists in their minds,
while speech is the use of those systems in reality or it is language in the case of
use.

Hence came the idea of this research which includes the following topics:The
first topic: I talked about the definition of language and speech in language and
terminology.

The second topic: I mentioned the opinions of Arab linguists on language and
speech in terms of agreement in using them with one technical meaning or in
terms of using them with a technical meaning that differs from one another.The
third topic: I talked about the opinions of Western linguists who differentiated
between language and speech, and those who did not differentiate between them
in linguistic terminology.

Keywo rdsS:Linguistic System , Linguistic Behavior , Linguistics Of Speech
, Discourse , Linguistic Competence.
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