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THE EDUCATIONAL IMPACTS OF THE NATIONAL CAMPAIGN
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF MAIZE CROP IN AL-SHARQIA
GOVERNORATE

Amr S.L. Hassan®, 1.M.S. Newsar?, M.M.K. El-Sayed",
Shaimaa A. Hashim? and Rania H.A. Basha?

1. Agric. Guide and Rural Dev. Inst., Agric. Res., Egypt.
2. Agric. Econ. Dept., Fac. Agric., Zagazig Univ., Egypt

ABSTRACT: The study aimed to explore the personal characteristics of the farmers
surveyed in both the experimental and control groups, identify the level of awareness and
implementation of technical recommendations related to maize production, and assess the
educational impact of the national extension campaign regarding farmers’ knowledge and
implementation levels of these recommendations. Additionally, the study sought to determine
the correlation between farmers’ knowledge and independent variables such as age, education,
household size, farm size, maize cultivation area, agricultural information sources, social
participation, leadership skills, attitudes towards agricultural innovations, participation in
extension activities, exposure to mass media, aspiration level, and attitudes toward agricultural
extension. The study also examined the relative importance of information sources for the
surveyed farmers and identified the problems they face in maize cultivation and production,
alongside their suggestions to overcome these issues. The research data was Collected
Through a Questionnaire Through personal Interviews with maize growers in The experimental
and control research samples. Which numbered 174 farmers in thexperimental sample and178
farmers in the control sample.Data was collected through personal interviews using a
questionnaire. Statistical analysis methods included frequency tables, percentages, mean,
standard deviation, weighted averages, Spearman's simple correlation coefficient, and the T-
test to measure the cognitive and implementation impacts of the campaign using the
Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS). The results revealed that farmers in the
low-knowledge category constituted 4.6% of the experimental group (8 farmers) compared to
22.5% of the control group (40 farmers). Farmers in the medium-knowledge category were
23.6% of the experimental group (41 farmers) compared to 49.4% of the control group (88
farmers). Farmers in the high-knowledge category constituted 71.8% of the experimental group
(125 farmers) compared to 28.1% of the control group (50 farmers). The mean knowledge score
was 66.47 (SD = 18.94) for the experimental group and 52.16 (SD = 16.93) for the control
group. Regarding implementation levels, 14.4% of the experimental group (25 farmers) were
in the low category compared to 32% of the control group (57 farmers). Farmers in the
medium implementation category were 25.8% of the experimental group (45 farmers)
compared to 45% of the control group (80 farmers). Farmers in the high implementation
category constituted 59.8% of the experimental group (104 farmers) compared to 23% of the
control group (41 farmers). The mean implementation score for the experimental group was
50.28 (SD = 17.74) compared to 37.71 (SD = 13.83) for the control group.

Key words: Educational impacts, National campaign, Maize production, Sharkia Governorate.
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