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Between Veneration And Transgression: A Study Of
The Contradiction Of The Relationship Between
Kings And Gods And Its Effects On The Conditions
In Mesopotamia “Gilgamesh And Naram-Sin As A
Model”

Muhammad Hussain Kasem Mahmoud
Department of History and Civilization , Faculty of Arabic Language in Cairo Al-
Azhar University.

Email: mohamed hussein@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

The study aims to reveal an important aspect of the Mesopotamian civilization, which
is the relationship between kings and gods, which was characterized by duality and
contradiction between veneration and transgression, through some manifestations that
reflect this. The study will be limited to analyzing a model of the Sumerian kings
"Gilgamesh'', and a model of the Akkadian kings ""Naram Sin', by highlighting the
manifestations of veneration and transgression in each of them, then clarifying the
effect of that. The image of veneration is manifested in the care of everything related to
the gods, such as interest in the architecture of sacred cities, building and renovating
temples, seeking help from the gods, and keenness to perform religious rituals and
rites. The image of transgression is also manifested in many manifestations, including:
audacity towards deities, represented in insulting some of them by not obeying them, or
equating some of them with them, by sharing their attributes and titles, deifying
themselves, and others, in addition to transgressing against sanctities such as temples
and sacred cities. Naturally, these two phenomena have many consequences, and the
problem of the study lies in answering some questions, such as trying to identify the
aspects of veneration or transgression against the gods by the kings of Mesopotamia,
and the resulting impact. This was done by following the analytical approach, by
reading the available texts, analyzing them, extracting ideas related to the research
topic, and presenting them clearly. Then the study concluded with some results,
including that veneration and reverence for the gods and religious sanctities was the
general rule in the nature of the relationship between the kings of ancient Iraq and the
gods and religious sanctities, and that cases of transgression against the gods and
sanctities were considered a kind of anomaly and a departure from the norm; because
religious belief had a great and effective role on the individuals of ancient Iraqi
society, headed by the rulers and kings.

Keywords: Gods, Kings, Sanctities, Veneration, Encroachment, Mesopotamia.
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dale v K o . O La s”d*u e\).\m eSA'é)ﬁ ..h"da:igé f—b&’\ C\..I..gm (i)
Jacobsen, Th., The Sumerian king list, p. 113; Kramer, S. N op. cit., pp.
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Black, J., and Green, A., op. cit., pp. 106 f.
(3) RIME, vol. 2, p. 96.
(4) RIME, vol. 2, pp. 10 ff.
(5) RIME, vol. 2, p. 127.

(6) RIME, vol. 2, p. 96.
(7) RIME, vol. 2, p. 88.
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