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Water Endowment in the Abbasid Era
(132- 656 AH/ 749- 1258 AD)

Mahmoud Osman Ahmed Rashwan
Teacher of History and Islamic Civilization, Department of History and
Civilization Faculty of Arabic Language, Al-Azhar University, Assiut, Egypt

Email: mahmodrashwan.4 7@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

Water provision is one of the greatest acts of devotion that a person can offer to
draw closer to Allah — the Almighty. Water endowment is a reason for salvation
and a means of righteousness, allowing continuous charity for oneself, parents,
and children. Islam encourages providing water and endows it to alleviate
distress and achieve the principle of cooperation and solidarity among people.
This act fulfills a benefit for people in various areas such as religious,
educational, cultural, health, and economic matters, among others. The Prophet
— peace be upon him — expressed his desire to provide water on the day of
Greater Hajj, but refrained from doing so for fear of disputes among people.
When asked about which charity was most beloved to him, he said: "water". In
following his guidance, Muslims throughout history have competed to establish
water endowments specifically. Consequently, the caliphs of the Abbasid state
were keen on providing water — especially potable water for drinking,
cleanliness, washing, and purity for worship. They established endowments and
distributed water throughout the quarters of the city, connecting it to the sacred
places, mosques, schools, and baths, among others, to facilitate and ease access
for the public. They also prioritized water provision outside cities in deserts and
on roads to ensure the survival of travelers and prevent them from dying of thirst
and lack of water. They dug wells, springs, ponds, factories, reservoirs, and
other water sources, dedicating them in seeking great rewards and compensation
from Allah — the Almighty — for fulfillment in this life and the hereafter.

Keywords: endowments ,Water , Abbasid Era , Mortmain , Basin.
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