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The media and its role in the Russian-Ukrainian war since 2022

Abstract

The study aimed to identify the media treatment of the Russian-Ukrainian

war, the news patterns included in it, the sources of coverage, the elements of
highlighting, the active forces and trends in treatment, and the appeals it
included. The study adopted the analytical and inductive approach and the
content analysis tool Since 2022, The study showed many results, the most
prominent of which are:

1.

The Russian invasion of Ukraine was accompanied by misleading and
false propaganda and information campaigns by both sides of the conflict,
in order for each side to promote its own narrative regarding the motives
and causes of the war to mobilize local and global sympathy and support
for its cause.

The Russian-Ukrainian war showed a large aspect of media
misinformation and psychological warfare on both sides of the conflict,
especially with the bias of powerful parties towards Ukraine (Europe and
America).

Russian media policy differed from the West in that it did not focus on
mobilizing external public opinion, as much as it focused its efforts on
ensuring and mobilizing domestic public opinion to enhance support for
the decisions of the political leadership.

Russian media platforms focused on downplaying Ukraine’s gains in the
war despite Western and American support for them, and showed the
Ukrainian president’s lack of military experience and doubts about the
competence of the Ukrainian political and military leadership.

On the Ukrainian side, Ukrainian media campaigns worked to influence
the psychological state, whether for the publishing party to sharpen the
resolve of its people and military forces, or for the opponent to weaken his
fighting and defensive spirit and push him to surrender.

. The Western and American media treated the Russian-Ukrainian war as a

political opportunity that could be used to incite against Russia in order to
isolate it internationally. They deliberately distorted the image of the

— §. =
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Russian president and exaggerated the losses of the Russian army on the
one hand, and also exaggerated the extent of the devastation caused by the
war on Ukraine and its people on the other hand. Another, to export an
image that reflects the failure of the Russian army in its military operation
in Ukraine to infect Russian public opinion with frustration and despair, as
well as to show that what Russia is doing are war crimes.

6. The West worked to muzzle the Russian media by banning channels that
express Moscow’s point of view, such as: Russia Today and Sputnik.
Indeed, the major American technology companies that manage social
media, such as: Google, Facebook, and others, prevented the Russian state-
funded media from using Its advertising technology to collect revenue on
its websites and applications.

Keywords: media treatment, content analysis, the Russian-Ukrainian war
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