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Sartre's Pursuit of Being :An analytical 

comparative study in Phenomenological Ontology. 

 

A Summary 
    "The  Pursuit of Being" was the title of Sartre's introduction to his primal 

work "Being And Nothingness: An essay on Phenomenological Ontology ".                                                                           

     In this introduction  Sartre tries to pursue Being i.e. he tries to find 

Being-in-itself,following a long road sometimes was indirect.He started 

from Kant's Phenomenon which hides the true nature of the object 

comparing it with Husserl's Phenomenon which manifests the existent.                                             

    Sartre compares the phenomenon of Being with the Being of the 

phenomenon where he discovered that the second is the foundation of the 

first which makes  it appear as an appearance.   

    Pursuing the Being of phenomenon, Sartre considered Husserl's theory 

about  abandoning the primacy of knowledge and referring the known to a 

knowledge and the knowledge to the being who knows (in his capacity as 

being not as being known).                                                                            

   While Husserl considered that consciousness is an absolute  and  what it 

knows was a relative i.e he treated the Noema as unreal and declared that its 

esse est percipi , we find Sartre declaring that the being of consciousness 

requires the being of the phenomenon and that consciousness is born 

supported by a being which it is not  itself, namely the-being-in-itself.                                             

     Consciousness knows the other mode of being by a certain kind of 

awareness which Sartre called Apprehension :the mere awareness of the 

presence of an object to Consciousness,which means that Sartre gives us a 

new way for knowing things other than both Realism and Idealism .                                              

. 
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