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This research addresses the issue of the ruling on earnest 

money (Arboun) in Islamic jurisprudence, focusing on the 



 

 

fatwa issued by the Egyptian Dar al-Ifta, which prohibits 

taking earnest money if the deal is not completed and 

mandates its return to the buyer or their heirs. The research 

presents the jurisprudential disagreement on this matter, 

where the majority of jurists adopt the view of prohibiting 

earnest money based on evidence from the Quran and the 

Sunnah, while the Hanbali school, in one narration, permits 

it. The evidence from both sides is analyzed, including the 

weak Hadith that prohibits earnest money and the narration 

that indicates its permissibility during the time of the 

Companions. The research concludes by favoring the 

permissibility of earnest money based on modern custom and 

the intended benefit, especially in contemporary commercial 

transactions, while emphasizing the need to set a waiting 

period and consider the actual harm to the seller. 

Earnest Money (Arboun), Islamic Jurisprudence, Egyptian 

Dar al-Ifta, Jurisprudential Disagreement, Commercial 

Custom. 
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