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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the awareness of social media users
regarding the concept of cybercrimes related to private life, as well
as to classify their various forms. It is categorized as a descriptive
study that seeks to examine, analyze, and interpret scientific
problems or phenomena using collected data. To fulfill its objectives
and address its research questions, the study adopted the social
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survey method with a purposive sample. A total of 570 individuals
from Saudi society participated, all of whom were social media users
over the age of eighteen. Data collection was carried out using a
guestionnaire designed to assess public awareness of cybercrimes

affecting private life.

Findings revealed that the majority of participants demonstrated a
high level of awareness regarding the concept of cybercrimes related
to private life. Notably, 64.0% agreed that these crimes include any
illegal digital activity aimed at achieving material or moral benefits. A
considerable portion of the sample also strongly agreed that such
crimes pose a serious threat, especially in cases of digital
harassment and blackmail. Additionally, 79.1% of respondents
affirmed that exposing children to humiliation or ridicule through adult

accounts on social media constitutes a clear violation.

Privacy-related cybercrimes were ranked among the most
concerning issues, with electronic blackmail being identified as the
most dangerous by 86.0% of participants, followed by online

harassment, which received 83.0% agreement.

In conclusion, several key recommendations were proposed. Among
them is the need to intensify awareness efforts about the dangers of
cybercrimes related to private life through targeted media
campaigns. The findings also highlight the necessity of reinforcing
legal frameworks to ensure stronger privacy protection and to impose
strict penalties on violators. Furthermore, enhancing digital safety
mechanisms was emphasized, particularly through the development
of user-friendly platforms that enable individuals to report incidents
confidentially and efficiently, thereby fostering a more secure digital

environment.

Keywords: Cybercrimes, Private Life, Bullying, Blackmail,
Harassment.
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