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Semantic features of Clickbait Headlines on News Websites on
Facebook and their impact on user engagement "A study in Network
Analysis"

Abstract:

The study aimed to identify clickbait headlines, monitor and analyze the
linguistic semantic features in clickbait news headlines, identify news categories that
employ clickbait headlines, Analyzing the sentiment behind clickbait headlines, and
conduct a quantitative analysis to monitor user interaction rates with clickbait
headlines. This study belongs to the descriptive studies, and the study relied on the
media survey method and the comparative method. The study sample consisted of
headlines published on the Egyptian Youm7 page and the American CNN page on
Facebook, during the period from October 1, 2024 to October 31, 2024. The study
concluded that Youm?7's page relied more on clickbait headlines than CNN's page relied
on using this strategy to edit news headlines. There was also agreement among the study
pages in terms of the higher overall interaction rate with traditional headlines compared
to clickbait headlines. There was agreement among the study pages in relying on the
question strategy, the style of lists and numbers, and presenting content in an organized
manner, while the strategies of exaggeration, sensationalism, and manipulation of users'
emotions appeared weakly. Youm7's page also employed the clickbait headline strategy
in health issues. Sports issues followed, then economic issues, while CNN employed
this strategy in editing headlines for general issues, followed by political issues, then
accidents and crimes, then economic issues. The study revealed that neutral sentiments
dominated most of the headlines published on Youm7’s page, while negative
sentiments were rare in clickbait headlines. Positive sentiments dominated most of the
headlines published on CNN’s page, and neutral sentiments were clearly less prevalent
in the headlines published on the page, as for user interaction, the study found a higher
engagement rate with traditional headlines on the two study pages compared to clickbait
headlines. Headlines with neutral sentiments received the highest engagement rate on
the Youm?7 page, followed by headlines driven by negative sentiments, then headlines
with positive sentiments. Headlines with positive sentiments on the CNN page received
the highest engagement, followed by headlines with negative sentiments, then headlines
driven by neutral celebrities.

Keywords: semantic features, clickbait headlines, user engagement, network analysis,
sentiment analysis.
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