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Abstract:

The study presented a new perspective on Hebrew love poetry
influenced by Arabic poetry, which is woven from the intricate imagery
crafted by Arab poets. This poetry served two primary purposes: the first was
to attract women, and the second was to demonstrate literary prowess in
expression. However, the religious context also played a significant role in
this love poetry, causing it to oscillate between the chaste and the explicit.
Given the differences in themes brought about by urban or Bedouin
environments, as well as the lifestyle of luxury, the study shed light on
Hebrew love poetry in Al-Andalus, particularly during the medieval period.
During this time, Jews widely adopted terms such as "love poetry," "poetry of
passion,” and "poetry of desire for women" as imitations of Arabic love
poetry. The study highlighted this through the lens of genuine Arabic love
poetry, whether it was directed at a real or imaginary woman.

The study also revealed the genuine love poetry of Ibn Gabirol, which
included descriptions of the beloved's beauty and lamentations over the
suffering caused by love. It became clear through the study that Ibn Gabirol's
love poetry encompassed two types: one resembling genuine Arabic love
poetry, and the other directed at a "doll" he created in a peculiar manner that
was popular in the medieval period. His poetry depicted his love for this
"doll," describing his life with it and portraying imaginary dialogues with it.
This was evident in his poem "opow? nnoy) any" ("She left me and
ascended to the heavens™), which clearly reflected his hidden love for the doll
in his life.

Ibn Gabirol was successful in depicting the beloved, whether in
feminine or masculine form, and in using Arabic poetic imagery to express
his infatuation and suffering in love. He also incorporated imagery from the
"Song of Songs" and referenced three female figures from the Tanakh:
Abigail, Tamar, and Jezebel. However, he was less successful when
mentioning David son of Jesse and his son Amnon, particularly when he
compared himself to Amnon.

Keywords: lbn Gabirol - Medieval Period - Hebrew Love Poetry - Hebrew
Erotic Poetry
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