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Abstract:

This research examines the rhythmic structure in Palestinian folk
songs and their role in shaping Palestinian national consciousness
by studying both the internal and external rhythm of the song.
The research is divided into two main axes: the first addresses the
internal rhythm, which is manifested in phonetic, lexical,
phraseological, and stylistic repetition (imperative, prohibitive,
vocative, interrogative), in addition to other musical elements
such as parallelism and paronomasia. The second axis discusses
the external rhythm, represented by prosodic meter and rhyme,
revealing how the Palestinian struggle has been reflected in the
poetic meters used in folk songs, especially their reliance on free
verse and simple meters such as Rajaz and Kamil. The research
also highlights how rhyme, whether absolute or bound, was not
merely a musical element, but a expressive tool carrying
psychological, social, and political connotations that reflect the
deep connection between folk songs and the Palestinian cause.
The research further illustrates how the internal and external
musicality of the song contributed to strengthening the
Palestinian collective spirit and linked successive generations to
the struggle identity through melody and lyrics. The research also
demonstrates the close relationship between the evolution of
Palestinian songs and the political events that the Palestinian
cause has undergone. Finally, the research highlights the active
role of folk songs in national mobilization, embodying both
Palestinian pain and hope simultaneously.

Keywords: Palestinian folk song, poetic rhythm, musical
repetition, prosodic meter, rhyme and its connotations.
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