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Abstract

The study aims to identify journalistic coverage of metaverse technology, and to
determine the percentage of media coverage of the metaverse compared to other
topics. It also analyzes the journalistic methods used to cover this technology.
This study is of great importance in understanding how the media covers
metaverse technology. The current study may contribute to understanding how
Arab and foreign media cover a new and controversial technology such as the
metaverse. The study sample consists of three newspaper websites: the website
of an Egyptian newspaper, Al-Ahram; the website of a Saudi newspaper, Al-
Riyadh; and the website of a foreign newspaper, The New York Times. The
researcher used a comparative and analytical approach to study journalistic
coverage of metaverse technology. The results showed that all three newspapers
showed great interest in the metaverse, devoting a large amount of coverage to
this emerging topic. Regarding journalistic styles used in the media to cover
metaverse technology during January 2024, the results showed that Al-Ahram
published 5 investigations, 12 reports, and 8 breaking news items, representing
a percentage of 10%. 33.3% during January 2024. Al-Riyadh website published
3 investigations, 10 reports, and 5 breaking news, approximately 24%. The New
York Times website published 8 investigations, 15 reports, and 9 breaking
news, representing 42.7%. Regarding the metaverse treatment angles, the results
showed that Al-Ahram newspaper website focused heavily on technology
(50%), followed by technology in second place (41%), society (25%), and
economics came in last place (22%). Al-Riyadh newspaper website showed a
relatively balanced interest between ethics angles, primarily (36%) and
economics (35%). Technology angle came in third place (20%), and society
angle came in last place (28%). The results confirmed that Al-Ahram used
metaverse terminology extensively, but practical examples were weak. Al-
Riyadh used metaverse terminology moderately, and practical examples were
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also average. The New York Times came in first place in terms of using

metaverse terminology accurately and using practical examples.
Keywords : journalistic processing - metaverse
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